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Attached pertains to a conversation 
between Martin Luther King, Jr,, 
President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, and Stanley 
Levison, his principal advisor and 
long-time secret Communist Party 
member. These two discuss the 
current political situation 
relating to the Derooj^tic 
Presidential race.^ 

Pertinent information in the 
attached will be furnished the 
White House only, if you JB^^^^^t 
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DAT E v^>yy 



DECLASSlflCATION... 



TO: 
FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 



Air" '^^ 



SAC, HEW YORK^ 100-136585) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LOTHER KING, JR. 
SM-C 

(00: ATLANTA) 



JffTROPRTATE 

iiidfifl:> or^rsfs 



/ 



/' There are enclosed for the Bureau 11 cople/of ^ 

a Letterhea d Memorandum (LHM) containing Information from J^J^iJ 
^■■■■■^on 3/26/68, concerning a conversation between 

STANLEY LEVISOH and MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. on whether O 1^0^ 
KING should back Senator ROBERT KENNEDY or Senator EUGENE 
JC CARTHY.^^ 





3.iBureau (IOO-IO6670) (Enc^ilT 11) (RM) 
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i-iiw York (166-149194} {COMINFIL SCLC) (41) ^ 
1-New York (100-136585) (M.L, KINO) (4^1) f/, 

JPO:far U'^^ id 'T ^'^L, 



AlftToveS 1111 




Special 



in Charge 
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UNV.ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, Hew York 
March 27, 1968 



Buflle 100-106670 

March 26, 196Qj^ a confidential source^ who 
reliable Information in the past^ 
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Mr. Mohr 
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MiM Hulmcs^ 
Min Gm4j.^ 



DEbuSstFic*tio«. 

has fumlsb€d reliable Information in the past^ advised 
thet Derate Donald, Secretary to Martin Luther King, Jr., — " 
head of xhe Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC)^ requested Stanley Levison to prepare a letter for 
colleges pointing out that King is not a candidate for 
the presidency and that there Is no campaign material 
available. She said she wanted this letter, because due 
to the "Time" Magazine, College Presidential Poll in 
April, letters have been received from many colleges asking 
for campaign material and King's appearance at these colleges, 

The source learned that later on March 26, 1968, 
Stanley Levison discussed with Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
request from Dora McDonald to prepare a letter stating King 
is not a presidential candidate « Levison suggested that 
King*s position, on this college poll, should be to state 
that he^ King, does not want to be Included as a candidate 
because bis candidates are those who are strongly opposed to 
the (Vietnam) war or those in favor of ending the war and 
those who support the principles of the President's Commission 
on Civil Disorders. Levison continued that as King sees it, 
there are only two candidates who reflect these points of 
view 9 namely. Senators Robert Kennedy and Eugene McCarthy, 



and King would prefer not to 
the anti-war candidates 



ot^^>e a 



third candidate and split 




Trf:s Dor i; Ml: XT fi.yxAix.s neither 
iii:coM?:ExnATio.\5 Nt n tontlusions 

OK THE FIJI. IT IS TV.V. rUOFKUTY 
OFTIIK >T.l ANTiISLOA>:Ki» To YOUR 
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NaFtln Luther King 



King agreed with this suggestion. He noted that 
he already determined that he would say be Is not a candidate 
and Is not interested In becoming one. He felt a better 
way to harvdle the requests would^e to send some material 
such as some of his speeches > ig> 

Levlson commented that if King were to be a 
candidate in the college poll he, Levlson, could envision 
King polling a number of votes, along with Kennedy and McCarthy, 
which would result in President Johnson emerging the winner 
In the collegiate poll. Levlson pointed out that, in taking 
the position he suggested. King would be '^blessing both 
McCarth^r^nd Kennedy**, and not making a choice yet between 
them. ' 





King stated this is the position he has followed 
thus far, that both are good, competent ©en, committed to 
the principles they are concerned about. He added, however, 
that they should be realistic enough to see that, if there 
Is any posslbi;;ilty of stopping President Johnson, It will 
be Kennedy. 

Levlson agreed, stating that many liberals are 
being sentimental and not very wise because Kennedy will have 
a tough job in stopping President Johnson. He said it cannot 
be done %ith a Galahad, like McCarthy^. He added that he 
keeps pointing out that McCarthy was less progressive than 
Kennedy in the past. Levlson agreed with King that McCa^Jiiy 
has not been as strong on civil rights as has Kennedy .^^o^ 

Levlson and King agreed that President Johnson 
has his greatest strength among the working class and among 
Hegroes, that McCarthy has no strength among these groups, 
but that Kennedy does. They agreed also that Kennedy will 

split the Negro vote with Levlson addlpg that Kennedy also 
will split the working class vote. 
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Martin Luther King 

King expressed the opinion that at aome point 
along the campaign trail Kennedy and McCarthy will have to 
get together • Levlson then criticized McCarthy's atubbomeas 
on this point J stating that he would have expected McCarthy 
to say he Vlll finish up, do a tremendous job in Wisconsin, 
then withdraw. 
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The attached anonymous letter was 
sent to the Director from Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. 
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April 19, 1968 



Philadelphlat Pennsylvania 



Dear Sir, 

H^e you considered the possibility that Ma^ti" 
LuthePi<inq was '^murdered" at his own request? He 
wanted to be a martyr, having illusions of being Christ. 
It co-incided with Good Friday. His last speeches and 
references to his funeral point in that direction* 

Mr. King was not the peaceful man he wanted to appear. 
He had an uncanny power to incite people into a frenzy. 
His fiery references to the **promised land" were enough to 
drive his people into ecstacy, instilling in them the desire 
to overrun everything that came in their path. 

Don't let your desire to find the murderer lead you 
into making one man the scapegoat for it, in order to 
appease the public. The real murderer will never be found; 
it was arranged that way. / 




For the sake of justice 



.EX-116 



t . APR 29B68 



i 



ALL JN'^O'^M./^TION' iOmmU) 



I 



FIED 



'J 



/A 




JuAa 60060 




I received your letter of April 15th* _ n 

. > ^ 

As you are undoubted^ cvare the FBI, aClbe 
specific request of the Attorney General, has instituted^in 
investigation into the circumstances surrounding the sliqring 
of Martin Luther King. I can assure you this inquiry is being 
conducted in a most thorough and expeditious manner. & the 
head of a strlcUy investigative agen^ of the Federal Gdjem* 
ment, ft would not r ^y. be proper for me to make 
comment relative to your inquixy. 



APR23I968 



Sincerely yonn, 

J. Edgar Boorer 




EWLoKh. 



Bishop. 



CoilAsn . 

Coarod 

F.Jt 

CeJ* 



NOTE: Bufiles indicate that in 1965 correspondent advised Senator Falil 
pouglas that be had information that an ATflmining doctor at tiie Draft. 
I:>.di]duction Center in Chicago received money to illegally classH^ian ' 
^ductee as having palsy. Inv(^t(gftacS^raulted in the indictment aivl 
arrest of an alleged inductee andii ^tobous Chicago physician. Prosecution 
*ls pending at this time for alleged' violationsoof the Selective Service 
Act, conspiracy and fraud ag^n^{ the troVernment. 
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TELETYPE UHItO 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



i > 



/ 



Mr. CftliaKan.. 
Conrad 



April l?,196e 



Mr. Trotter 

T«l«. Room 

MiM H;>ii&ci 

MiM Gaiul7 



Attn: Mr* J. E^gar Hoover^ 

The eulogizing of the '•fork-mouthed*' Martin Luther King by the politicians 
afraid of losing the Negro Tote as veil as others not knowing better is thoroughly 
disgusting* 

I have not seen any statement of yours alluding to his assassination and, 

believing like yourself that he vas one of the grMt^st liars in the Hnit-ed States^ 
I vould appreciate your coirments concerning his passing* 



Very truly yours. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ^ '^""^i ^H <:»^^^ilL. 
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OftA rrMK (4f fFR) 101-1 ^ 0 

'united states r VERNMENT J \ 

Memorandum 

TO M)IRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) "^aie: 4/25/68 

pROirC>rjBAC, CIEVEIAND (1^7-293) (p) 

subject; KMITDJ LUTHER KIN(L , . " '^'•^ 

SM - C 7. . : MNlO _ . 

(00: ATIANTA) l r 'i > ' - -^J '" 

- - o i -• ' 

Re Bureau alrtel to Cleveland^ 12/7/67; Bxireau 

Biclosed for the Bureau are eleven (11) oopiea of 
an IHM setting forth information relative to an allegation that 
Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KINQ had ordered a ehipment of 12,000 
Remington automatic rifles. Tmo oopies are being sent to the 
Atlanta Office as it was origin in the MARTIN LQTUER KING case; ^ 
two informational oopies are being sent to the Nen York Of floe 
as this allegation reportedly was started by an Individual 
in the New York area. 

Cleveland la setting forth the results of all 
interviews in this matter in the attached IliM in the event the 
Bureau wants to disseminate it; Cleveland is taking no further 
motion in this matter as Inquiry at the Beaington Arms Coovany 
indicated Reverend xiNO never ordered any firearms from that 
oo^pany. Acp^'' 

(^^~ Bureau (E^/^1) (RM) 
2 - Atlanta (I00-35&6 - MARTIN LDIHER KINO) (&10. 2) (BM) 
, 2 - New York (Info) (fiio. 2) (RM) ' ' . . 

B116 

/.GFncT: /r-v rssf. oi^T-r^c. szr« • Ar 21353 j^i, 

■ -^J^k t CLASSIFIED WW cAl jfldgu > 

Bmy U.S. Savings B$nds KtgfiUHfimMmj^^ni?PiMr^^^ 






UNITED STATES DEFABTME*. -OP lUiTlCE 

* ■ ■ ? 

rSDEBAL IVBIAU OF INVitTUATIOlf 



Cl*Tel«nd, Ohio 
April 1968 

REVEREND MARTIN lOTHER XIIIO 




in 1966 »nd 196 
organlzatlonB. 
was 19 yea ra of 
Birch Society. 



a letter to 
atatedt 



.C, and Cleveland on aereraloe cat ions 
infonation regarding rarloua 
ndlcated In hie lettera that he 
and was « aeaber of the John 




ubmittod 
, B.C.t which 



aource 

leni or 



"Dear Senator lauaehe, 

*I have been Inforaed by a T ery reliable 

??!*Lt^g ' King has ordered a"iTrCgE 
j.z«ooo Kemington autoaatlc riflea . ' *" 

"I have been mre of 9r. King^p oxtonsive 

Coanunlet background for ^ulte aoae tiae, but thla atill 
came as a shock to ae. 9he Coammlita expect to teke 
over this country by 1975 vt tho very Utoit. I htvo 
no doubt that they will bo •neeossfol. 

"In any event, we at 111 have about 5 yoara of 
freedoB remaining and I thank God that I am able to write 
you m thla manner and aak for any information you aay 
have in regard to The King and hia rifloa. 

"7aiy ainearoly years. 



OTHL-JTISJE. . 




UUNFOWAATlONCOtgWNED 



13 /J 



RE! REVEREND MARTIN LVTKER KINS 



The above letter was furnished to the FBI in 
Vashlngton, ty c:«^U»r SAWCHE, 




In FovembSr 




stated that on an unrecalled date, sonetlae 
, he attended a function aponsored by the Mentor 



Baptist Church, which is located at the Junction of Routes 84 
and 306, Mentor, Ohio, where one PETER VAROMOF, preauaably 
an officer of "Crusade for God and FreadOB, Ine.«" P.O. Box 
6463, Cleveland, Ohio, was the guest speaker. 

JHHHVstated that YAROHOP's speech prlaarlly u 

dealt wltnTneBagriTtude of the Comaunlst threat and, during ^ 
the course of this talk, VAROHOF stated he had information to 
the effect that soaetime during the Spring or Sumcr of I968, 
"the Communists planned to bum 20 17. S. cities." 

VAR050F further stated that he h ad inforaatien that 
approxlaately two years ago, MARfflK LUTHER KING. JR., purchased 
12,000 Remington automatic rifles, however, he failed to indieat 
where the aforementioned rifles were purchased or for i^t 

specific purpose. 



1 




did state PETER VAROHOF Indicated that 
MARTIN lAfi'kULh AiNG, JR., paid for the ae weapo ns with his own 
personal check and, further, 'he^H^^|BiP|^waa led to believe 
that the rifles had been purchale^nTreetly from the Remington 
Firearms Company. . . 




stated that PETER TARONOF furnished no 
additional irn'orma^ion to document and/or substantiate the 
aforementioned statement a. 



At the conclusion of the interview 
that he was having a presentation meeting of 
Society at his residence in the near future. 




advia 

irch 



( 



REt REVEREND MARTIN lOT'SER KIBG 

^Ar^^Uif^o^cr 

On February 1, I968, PETER jXwRONOP, 
iTimberl^^^d^lo^jftB Interviewcd^by SAs 
andim^^^BHIl^ B« furnished the foT 
Information t 

TAR0M07 advised that he was a Baptist minister and 

le presently semi -retire d. He said v*** it. a Innrhf"" 
In Ravenna. Ohio, with 




ir or early November/ ^^w, , 
who vas accompanied by his assistant, told 7/ 
;heb king's purchase of IS^OOO Remington 



about MARm^OTHE] 

rifles, ^p^^^^mentioned that kxrG had used his personal 
check to purchase the rifles, and that the Remington Company 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, had confirmed KING'S purchase 
the above mentioned riflea. 

Vlth regard to the Information about the burning 
of cities, Mr. VARONOF stated that there vaa an article in 
the editorial page of a newspaper In Mansfield, Ohio, which 
reported the plan of the communiats to bum 20 American 
cities. This article appeared In Septeid>er or October, 1967. 

VARONOF 'a speech before the 'Crusade for Obd and 



of V 



Freedom, Inc.," was only Information which TARONQF waa passing 
along on a second-hand basis. 

Throughout the conversation with VARONOF, he pointed 
out his concern over the threat of communism in taking over 
younger people in America and In taking over America through 
infiltration of organisations such as the Peace Corps and Tista 

On March 4, 1966, flHHHIIIBIi^Nins field 

News Journal, the only NansfieXff? Ohio newspaper, made availably 
his personal file of all editoriala written by him for the 
period June - December, 19^7, and these editoriala were revieweH 
but there was no such editorial regarding the burning of 20 
American cities as planned by Communists. 



Jjilmfer^rei 
a^^^«^elni 



In addition, the editorial pages for all the papers 
issued in September and October, I967, which are now on micro- 
leviewed and thla also met with negative results, 
^advised that he personally could not recall such an 
Log written by him and he felt If auch an article / 
appeared on the editorial page. It might have been in the "Letters 
to the Editor" section and if thla were the caae he would have jno 
recollection of 
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REt REVEREND MARTI?^ LWTHER KIKG 





Information was obtained: 



ji8 Interviewed by SA 
and the following 



redvl«ed that he la very Intereated 

Ln guns, and tftat sometlne during the Fall of I967, while 
discussing the subject of guns with one of the aeabera 
of his church, the member mentioned that MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, JH. had ordered 10,000 shotguns from the Renlngtm 
Arms Company, Springfield, Kassachusetts. 





:ordlng to 1 

Information was 
or acquaintance, who la eiq^loyed by Remington, 
cated that KING had ordered the ahotguna, but 
state that KING had actually received the shipment. 



a A friend. 
^^■■■Kndl- 

di!n!o^^ 




I 1967, 

I the 



'said tha t later in 

iversatlon with PETER VARONOP 

Tlmberlake, Ohio, he mentioned 

iory about KINS 'a alleged attempt to purchase the shotguns. 
He said he later heard that VARQROF had spoken at a church, 
and had reported to the members there that he had documented 
proC that KIKl had orflBXfcd a large number of rifles from the 
reTl .g^or. Coi&pany. jlllBBlMH^Bl^dded That YARONOF 
y-ti the reputation oi bilBg rPeat "story swapper", and 
wcts not at eve stretching the truth a little to improve the 
ei'^ect of a story. 



v: z\ 



TO 



It! 



on MftFch 



c?:lTi«"^e2y or.e year ags^ 
eisM^e^ fv^pse name he rcu 
Ve* Yc'Tft city are6. This n 



nc 
itlve 



ind KtHO biiylng the 
lentioned that 
"^waa talking to one of hla 

hamlsh) yho Uvea In the 



)uiit aone Mtcnmery 
erm^'^cr Anrs CoiBpan^TT^mpi^ during a visit to the . 
?er.tr^or. Corfrper.;' a^out a year ago, nad occasion to see several 

orc'eis fc/ la->:e qjs'/lcles of guns to be shipped by Remington; 
^'^c irts :c I cf t>€ ^rs'cian -iountrles and another was for 
-r^.v - * jr. i-y^ooo ahotguns wit h 16 inch ba rrels > 

^ssru :l5 I'for rgatlon on to JBBMB^M^relatl«^y 



/ r 





( 
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REl REVEREND MARTIK HT'HER KIHO 





April 15, 1968 J _ 
Eeirlr.g-'.on Arms Company, Inc., Brldgepoii^, 
Connecticut, advised that MARTIN LUTHER KEBG had never ordered 
firearms from the Remington Arms C ompaav or mad e Inquiry 
concerning firearms « According toJlHIHHI^Renlngton has ^ 
never received an order for 10,000TRWgun^W riflea from VpH 
any single individual. ^ 





April 16, 1968, _ 
Rem^iRtor^nns Company, inc;, 
rvisea SA^fHH||H|H^ that all guns sold by hia ccaq>any 
are manufacffflK^V^TnfB plant and shipments of them are made 

to authorized distributors only* He at at ed no shipment of guns 
Is made to Individuals or organisations and, therefore, no such 
shipment would have been directed at any time to Reverend 

HARTIN LOTHER KING. 




noted that a ahotgun vith an iB** barrel 
would be the Remington Model 870, 12 gauge, which has been known 
as the riot gun now called the police gun« In I966 there were 
3f^95 of these weapons sold, over 3,000 of which went to the 
California Highway Patrol, and during 1967^ only 8^5 of these 
were sold, all to known dlstributora« 



This document contains neither 
recommendations nor eoncluaiona of 
the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI and la loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOlPA DELETED PACE INFORMATION SNEET 

f 

Page(&) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following atatementa, where 

indicated, explain this deletion. 




Deleted under exeniption(8) ^ y no aegregaUe 

aaterial available for release to you. 

O Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request 
O Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 
O Doco©ent3(s) originating with the following ^vemnient agency<ie8) 



, waa/were forwarded to them for direct reaponae (o you* 



Pageis) referred for consultation to the following govenunent agency(ies); 



as the information originated with them. You will 



be advised of availability upon return of the oiaterial to the FBI. 
Pace(e> withheld for the following ieason(s>: 



Q For your infoimation : 



The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pagea: 



xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DEL£TED PAC£<S) X 
{ NO DUPUCATION PEE } 

xxxxxx THIS PAGE X 

^xxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxx 



\ 



4-5 72 7,JS-e3» { 

M« MO tr 



UNITED STATES COVFRNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : The Director U^j^. 

«oM K. « AJ-L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

■■ N. P. Callahan HEREIN IS UNCLASSIRED ^^^"^ '•"f"'^ 

SUBJECT TK r DATEP_:/^^_DY5/>/J<v» ucg, . 

SUBJECT The Congress.onol Record^ l_ / OIk^^.x— 

I tsi-Bd- ii as r /marU mcrnlA^ »Ti«t* •( Ibc past f:« ii^t. iBclvd tf a 
»vw* r Uflvrd^ v^tj. c^m. CdvU/. Tmtkcr, U.S. /my, r<*tcae4, 

•ifo U< d ot^' r mlscv lUa^ove mrw§ cltppls^c. Tils Mt( rUl tettedr-tf aa 

V tiMftil 00 Lb - rr r N • «sltU-r.V(L l^taUt rVkmrj 15, WM lM««. At 
l^t ILS'. C arrsl Mchdltj J>t ft. XaUfsbtck rctas^ to tvra ar< r thit 

lU. to l^ i w»c i piaosmc* OB tt-/«€ricM AcUtlUro. • • - • «0 1« aov MMPpy 
to r pc. t inat l~» rm liU m Umi U sot ooly la kaadv ol tk« HCUA—tat 
coplv^ ari at»« la Ibt kaads oT Cai^iMaaa Jo)«i J. Rooaey (£) Kc^ Tcrk, 



crA^rAAta of a F«a»?- /ppropriatioa* ^akcoemtu^^. ffevioaslf V 

r port d ta v c-, %b*a tb?' fBl i««at« loSd Kia; aadrf tarrt^lUaace th-r ate*»r»<4 \ 
aiai m:it a w<li-ld«atlii«d soviet ffYo^c a(i at at lat K;«a.tfy /ifport la 
h V Tork. - - - • F d ral a<^ai« aUo addac«^d tvld* acr at hl» aa»averr 
^r/MOAl coadBct la V aftbla^toa liotv is aad f l««whcr« aad tkc tact tLat kc had 

Iviolat d ^ aaa /ct («bit> aUv-nr). TUi Ic a vlolattaa at tb* V.S. Crlniaal 
Codf liuai toaeft aadcr tht farvirw tk^ FBI, kat aritUr Attoraef O a4fal 
Kal7i aback aor kt* aaccrtaor ftamacy clarl; voald allow ik: FBI ti »r$««al tke 
•vid^ac lo a r t d ral Craad iarr* " ^ a^*^ coatatafd aa af .'Idavll . 

alga d kr Karl rra»*to« oa 6*ptrab(r IS, iM3« vkiek aiat d *|, Karl PrMOtaa, \ 
a forai r cowatcrApy for U? F rd^ ral Bar aa ol lar i^^Uotld* ^rOK lt<1 to 1M&, \ 
do kenkf swear aad>T aatii aad «ad< r r Bdtty or ptrjarf, Ikat frav Ik? 
lkS4 tATOof b lfrS< I alt- adtd Ut^ coaaty caaetlUcff ai«cliag» or tk^ coaiaaaUt 
Party &aaU Clara Coaaty, CaUforala. • • • • I k- rcky alto atat.> tkal ^^artia 
Lather Kiaf kaa «tt&<^r k ca a aeak^r 9t, ar vUttasly hao accfi d aapport 
Xfurs, f t ^ Ca»«Bttirt :roal«, tadlvldaala, aad^or arcaalxatloM, vatckftvr \ 
\aid lo or cspoatt Cona«al«t caa«it. " (Karl rratsloa was aa lafomaal Snm \ 
Ikov ak-r lk49 aatU ialy l»5^. pew lk< D^mPtiU, M'.Uld«ac< CdvUloa.) 



\ooA06b')0 



In the original of a memorandum captioned and dated as above, the CongressionalNCT h ' OD^CD 
Record for ij ^ ^ was reviewed and pertinent items were /^pjj £5 1968 

morked for the Director's attention. This form has teen prepared in order that 
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTSt 
KING, Jr., 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, 
BEGINNING BVSNING, i/4/68 
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ReBQrairtel and UDI dated 4/16/68, above caption* 

Enclosed for tbe Bureau are 12 copies of an IfiH 
Bettins forth information concerning captioned matter* A 
copy of this LHU is also being provided the Sipringfield Off ice 
for information* 

Chicago is continuing to follov this matter and 
all pertinent Chicago racial sovirces continue assigned to 
develop any additional data possible relative to captioned 
matter* The Bureau and interested office vlll be ianediately 
advised of any subsequent developments. 
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RACIAL DISTURBANCE 
FOLLOWING ASSASSINATION 
OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, BEGINNING 
APRIL 4, 1968 

Reference If made to Chicago memoranda, above 
cj^ption and that of ''Assassinat ion of Martin Luther King* 
dated In the period April 9^12, 1968, and April 16. 1968. 



Jr 



It ml(:ht briefly be noted that the above 
coir.munira tions concerned themselves with major disturbances 
which took place in Chicago over the period of April 5-7, 
19^8, Rradjally subsiding from that point until the removal 
of Illinois National Guard (ING) forces and United States 
Amy troop?; wap effected, these forces having; been ordered 
to Chicago during the initial phases of the disturbances 
to restore order. 

On April 15. 1968. various Chicago sources 
advised, and Chicago's press media contained voluminous 
information concerning an unscheduled press conference held 
that date by Chicago *s Mayor Richard J. Daley. During the 
course of this press conference Daley was critical of the sc- 
tknB of the Chicago Police Department (PD) and its Superintendent 
James B. Conlisk, Jr., for their actions in connection with 
the control of the previous disorders. Daley announced that 
he was forming a special blue ribbon committee of nine 
meriibers to investigate the conduct of the PD, as well as the 
Chicago Fire DeoartmMt fCFD) and ING forces during the course 
of these disturbances. 

The committee appointed by Daley was to be headed 
by United States District Court (USDC) Judge Richard B. Austin 
arid was to include the following individuals: 
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Franklin Kres&l, nember, Chicago PD 
Advisory Board 

Charles Slragusa, Executive Director, 
Illinois Crime Covunlssion 

Daniel Walker, President of the 
Chicago Crime Commission 

Justin Stanley, President. 
Chicago Bar Association 

Thomas Mulroy, foriaer President of the 
Chicago Crime Cosimissioii 

Ray Simon, Chicago Corporation Counsel 

H. P. Vano:na, President, Chicago Association 
of Comirierce and Industry 

William £. Petersen, President, Cook County 
Bar Association 

According to local news media, at this press 



conference Mayor Daley had stated he had ordered Police 
Superintendent Conlisk, prior to the racial disturbances, 
to ''shoot to kill" arsonists and to "shoot to mala or cripple'* 
looters. Mayor Daley stated that as of this date he had 
reissued both orders to Superintendent Conlisk concerning 
any future riots. He had also ordered the use of the chemical 
Mace against teen-agers or other rioters and criticized the 
failure of the PD to adequately utilise Mace during the 
disorders. 



Daley advised the news media representatives at 



this press conference that he had discovered on this datet 
April 15, 1968, that these orders refwred to previously 
had never been issued to Chicago police officers prior to 
or during the disturbance* In connection with the question 
put to Mayor Daley as to the possible removal of Superintendent 
Conlisk. he advised he would await the findings of the nine 
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QiAn committee appointed by him before making any decision. 
As well as actions of city agencies and ING forces, the 
comnittee is to look into all r*.ini f icat ions of the extensive 
arson activities during the recent disorders, the widespread 
dissert.! nation of rumors and the extensive looting. An effort 
will be made by this committee to determine whether or not 
any conspiracy was involved in any aspect of these disorders. 
Daley was quoted by various news vcdia as follows* said 
to Superintendent Conlisk very emphatically and very 
definitely that I wanted an order Issued to the police at 
once, over his sif.nature to shoot to kill any arsonists, or 
anyone with a roolotov cocktail in hand to fire a Chicago 
building. I told Conlisk to issue an order to police to shoot 
to malm or cripple anyone looting any stores in our city/* 
Daley stated that riot probers would also look into the 
fact that telephone lines in Chicago wore jammed with calls 
during the disorders and that expressway traffic had seened 
unusually heavy. 

On April 15, 1968. a confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, advised that on 
April 12, 1968, Chicago's Mayor Daley had net with sone 60 
representatives of Chicago business and industry. Daley 
had requested these individuals to furnish 25,000 Jobs for 
youths of the city during the coming summer to counteract 
the widespread unemployment of this age group during this 
summer time. This age group specifically would be inclusive 
of the years 16 to 21. Mr. Morgan Murphy, an executive of 
the Commonwealth Edison Company « is to chair this couittse 
which will be known as Mayor Daley's Summer Jobs for Touth 
Committee. 

1968, 

lol 

memorial march for King was held between the hours of 7:30- 
R:30 PM in the village. The march was sponsored by the 
Arlington Heights Human Relations Commission and some 250 
persons, primarily Caucasian participated. The affair was 
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peaceful with no incidents or arrests having occurred. 



of April 157 
present time, 
predomi nant ly 
had been 
could be 




source, durin,^ the latter hours 
OS, pdvised that Chicago remained calm at the 
that tensions continued to exist in the 
Nef^ro-^phetlo areas of the city, ho-ji^ever, there 
no receipt incidents which hrd transpired which 
related to the recent disorders. 



On April 16, l"^'>8. Chicr.fro's news media 
continued to afford extensive covers po arc commentary to 
the remarks made b> Mayor Ddey at fcis press conference 
the previous day. 

Variour, news crticle*^ contM.:ned an order issued 
by Police Su per into;.:, on i Conlich to all conuanding officers 
of the department zy> v T ^-.^olt of the K"-yor ' s instructions 
to him. the order as follows. *'Arson, ntteripted arson, 
burplary and attemptc^d l)ur^lary i.re forcible felonies* Such 
force as is necessc^ry. including deadly force, shall be 
used to prevent the commission of these offenses and to 
prevent the escape of perpetr^i tors . Commanding officers 
will insure the above and general order 67-^14 will continually 
be reviewed at all role calls e/fective isimediately , and 
continuing through April 22, iP64." 

As a matter of infornation, it might be noted 
that general police order 67-14 was issued by a former Chicago 
police superintendent. 0« W. V?lson. May IG, 1967, and is 
as follows: ••Police are not to I) fire into crowds; 2) fire 
over heads of crowds except on orders from officer above rank 
of captain; 3) fire w?.rning shots where there is chance of 
injuring bystanders; 4) fire into buildings or through doors 
where person fired at is not clearly visible." Local press 
articles reflect considerable controversy had been aroused 
in the community as a result of the Mayor •s remarks and 
instructions to the police superintendent. Various represen- 
tatives of the Negro community and civil rights leaders were 
quoted as deploring the Maj'or^s comments with various 
representatives o: other interested groups commenting in a 
laudatory fashion. For example. Reverend Jesse Jackson, Rational 
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Director, Operation Breadbasket, oconomic &rm of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, referred to the llayor*6 
statement as "facislteresponBe/' Jackson stated that he 
interpreted the Mayor's remarks to nean thrit police should 
have more regp.rd for property and cans of food than Hubad 
life. 



John Mc 
Racial Council. \va 
history would recu 
Mayor Da ley •s atte 
in Chicago are in 
condition with the 
most careful and s 
Mc Demott felt tha 
police reaction va 
ammunition dump. 



Demott. Executive Director ♦ Catholic 
s critical of the Mr.yor's comments saying 
11 April 15. 1958, was the low point of 
rit:,on. Kc D?iaott noted thst race relations 
:.r, cr;trei'*r: ly dolicp.tc and critical 

Situation at flashpoint, calling for a 
ensitivc handling by the city's leaders, 
t the Mr.yor'*: request for more aggressive 
5 like tljrow\T)f; a molotov cocktail at an 



Josspn J, Lc Fcvour . Proric '?nt, Fraternal Order 
of Police, was noted as havinR sort teZeeram to Mayor 
Daley praising his statements Hjid coianents. 

In this sr.mc vain. Brigadier General Richard T. 
Dunn, Commander cf the ING, anc In charge of IKG forces 
in Chicago durin^^ vhe recon^ disorders was quoted in the 
press to the effect that police behavior in general '^indicated 
satisfactory pcrrormr.rco" so fr.r as he was concerned. Dunn 
stated that he was not in Chice^o prior to the late evening 
of April 5, 19C8. b;?t r.fter ho became personally Involved 
in the situation, actions of tlic police which he had observed, 
had all seemed perfect. ly proper to him. He was quoted as 
having stated "I personally sr.v.' police bringing looting to 
a halt in buildings out there.'* 



reliable 
Chicago^ 




cnicago s Tieu's meaxa p^eneraiiy was na 
people Involved in the upper echelons 



advised on Apri^ie, 1968 » that 
{generally was having difficulty finding 
e upper echelons of Industry or the 
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community generally who would publicly back Mayor Daley's 

comment for a more aggressive response to disorders. This 

source advised that many Individuals contacted for comments 

In this regard seemed to agree with the Mayor's firm stand, tut felt 

however, that the timing of his statement, together with 

the public criticism of the PD at this time was highly 

inappropriate. 

Chicago's sources generally knowledgeable concerning 
racial conditions on the west and south sides of the city, 
during the afternoon and evening of April 16, 1968, were , 
contacted and advised that although there are no known planned 
acts of violence, or demonstrations in these communities ms 
a result of the Mayor's recent commonts, his remarks were 
received with much displeasure and resentment. The sources 
advised that these comments have appeared to have increased 
the already existing tensions and anti-power structure 
attitudes of many residents of these areas. 

In connection with another facet of the recent 
Chicago disturbances, it might be noted at this point that 
the Blackstone Rangers, large and violent Negro youth gang 
opera tinr on Chicago's south side, were reported by PO 
sources to be engaged in extortion activities against merchants 
and business establishments in that area, in an implied or 
indirect promise of protection of these merchants for 
contributions and donations to the Rangers. The PD reportedly 
has been making investigation into these charges. 

In this connection a press conference was held 
on April 16. 1968, on Chicago's south side and at this press 
conference representatives of two south side Chicago business- 
men * s associations denied reports that the Rangers had been 
operating an extortion racket against local businessmen* A 
statement issued by these associations praised the Rangers for 
helping to keep down violence in the Wood lawn- Jackson Park 
area on the south side during the disorders. These spokesmen 
did concede, however, that there had undoubtedly been 
isolated extortions where some individuals had attempted to 
take advantage of the tense situation in this fashion. 
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ring the late evening hours of April 16, 1968, 
source advised that there had been several 
sniper fire reported in the area of Oak and 
Larabee Streets, on Chicago* s near north side within the 
past hour or so. The sniping had been directed at Chicago 
firemen as they answered fire calls in this area, the 
fire call?; proving to be false alarms. It appeared the 
alarms had been turned in for this area, with the sniping 
taking place when the f ir^^jurk^^ntered the vicinity of 
the fire boxes involvecUHl^^^^^^^Pwere dispatched to 
escort fire apparatus i^^^^^^^^^^calls In this area during 
the course of the evening. The area was quiet as of this 
time and no injuries have resulted from the sniper fire. The 
source advised that these activities took place in the area 
of the near north side where disorders had occurred o v • r 
the weekend of April 5-7, 1968. 
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On April 17, 196K, Chicago's news nedla 
continued to report extensively on the controversy which 
had arisen svrroundinf: comments made by Chicago's Mayor 
Dnloy on April 15, 196c>, concerning orders to shoot 
arsonists and shoot to stop orders against looters during 
disturbnnc qb. 

In articles appearing in Chicago's newspapers 
in <:;encial circulation on this date, Mayor Daley was noted 
as havin,'; stateJ that his orders had been misunderstood and 
blown out oi all proportion. The Mayor explained that his 
shoot to )'ill orders refer to *»obvious'* arsonists, continuing 
that "if tbey are burning the buildings down, they should be 
shot." The Mayor added that this order would apply to arsonists 
in f\iture disturbances. 

In reporting cojnments of varsious local personages 
and individuals familiar with the Chicago situation, various 
newspapers contain comments, pro and con concerning the 
Mayor's recent remarks. Former Chicago Police Superintendent 
O. Wilson was reported to have supported Mayor DaXey^s 
comments, stating' that the furor over his order was "an 
incredible misunderstanding*'* Wilson felt that Mayor Daley 
was proposing action within the framework of Illinois law, 
noting that the Mayor was not proposing shooting In lieu of 
arrest but was referring to the use of deadly force In 
effecting lawful arrest. 

The ••Chica;;o Tribune", a major Chicago newspaper, 
an ati editorial on April 17, 1968, strongly supported Mayor 
Dalcy^s position, pointing out that many homes and businesses 
destroyed during; the disturbances might have been saved If 
more force had been used to crush the riot at Its beglnnlnglngs« 
The editorial pointed out that the orders to the police by 
Mayor Daley served notice on arsonists and looters that they 
would start further orgies of destruction^ at their own perll# 
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In an article appearing in another major Chicago 
newspaper, the "Chicago Sun-Times", on April 16, 1968, 
Professor Fred Inbau, Professor of Criminal La^w at Northwestern 
University and President of Araericans for Effective Law 
Enforcement, vas noted as stating that police were justified 
in shootin^j^ to kill in certain instances. Inbau had stated 
' if the only way the police can prevent arsonists and looters 
from escaping; is to shoot them, then shoot them.** 




Cojitinuins in connection with the controversy 
which had arisen subsequent to Mayor Daley *s press conference, 
a third confidential source, who has furnished reliable 
iulormation in the past, advised that on April 17, 1968, Jesse 
Jackson, National Director, Operation Breadbasket (OB), the 
economic arm of the SOW, had held a press conference in 
Chica^'o« At this press conference, Jackson had announced 
that since Mayor Daley has declared war upon black people, 
through his orders to the Chicago Police Department, ministers 
affiliated with OB will stage a massive march and "prayer-in** 
at Chicago's City Hall, as well as marches into ''uncivilised 
areas**, presumed by the source to mean white communities of 
Chicago, sontetiine in the near future. This activity would 
be in protest of the Mayor's comments. Jackson was unable 
to gi^'^ any specific date as to when this activity would 
take place on the part of OB* He stated, however, it would 
hopefully be within the next week. 



During the Jate evening of April 17, 1968, 
Chicago's press media carried stories which Indicated 
Mayor Daley had to some extent qualified his comments 
at his press conference on April 15, 1968. 



that 
made 




All WIIXD 

%lio has furnished reliable inlorma^ioir 
available the text of a statement made by Mayor Daley 
on this date at a meeting of the Chicago City Council* 
The statement is as follows: 



( 




• ^^^^^ 

•l 



\ Throushouit thr natioi) on May 1st thc 'C will be the observe 

f > ' • • *^ 

; of Law Day, This is the eleventh annual observance but at 

^ can this occasion have greater significance to every citizen* 

It is the established policy of the Police Department — fully 

j 

^ suppor;cc by tins administration that only minimum force necessary 

■ be used by policemen in carrying out -their duties.^ But this established 
policy was never inicndcd to support permissive violence^ destruction^ 
and a complete denial for that respect for law which is vital to our demo* 
cratic way of life. 

Ceriainly an officer shoulc do everything in his power to make an 
arrest — to prevent a crime --by utilizing minimum force necessary* But 
Z cannot believe that any citizen would hold that policemen should permit an 
arsonist to carry out his dangerous^ murderous mission when minimum 
force necessary car*no: prevent or deter him» There are few crimes that 
bold the potential of loss of life^ or threat to the entire community as does 
arson^ 

Nor do I believe that any citizen supports the tbeoz^ that in times 
« of riot and chaos any person has the right to willfully and maliciously 
throw a brick through a store window for the purpose of burglary^ encourage 
mob behavior and urge persons to become burglars and thieves and thus 
expose themselves to serious injury from possible police action. Again^ 
that person should be restrained if possible by minimum force ncccssax'y 
but he cannot :>c given permissive rights for his criminal action. ^^Ji^il*<^y|^^ ImL 



Much hr.b been wi'iucr* and said and I have been both 
highly praised ar*c bitterly criticized about the role of the police during 
a dangerous a»id inflaniir^able riot, • 

I believe the basic responsibility of the Police Department is 
to protect the hundreds of thousands of citizens of the community from 

loss of life, destruction tmc mciyhcm. 

There can be no possible justification of a deliberate criminal 
act which results in helpless ano homeless victims of a holocaust » All the 
people on the West Side had one universal demand protect us from the 
'arsonists from the looter, from tir^c mob and its leaders. 

Men poised with Molotov cocktails, incendiaries, or fire bombs 
of any kind are the same as the assasins who pulled the triggers on the 
guns that killed the Rev» Martin Luther King and the late President John F» 
Kennedy. ' — ^ 

We cannot resign outsclves to the proposition that civil protest 
must lead to death and evastation to abandonment of the law that is 
fundamental for the preservation of the rights of all people and their freedom. 
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On April 18, 19G8, Chicago's press media continued 
to report extensive information relating to Mayor Daley's 
original comments made at the April 15, 1968, press 
conference. Specifically, an article in the afternoon edition 
of the ''Chicago Doiiy News ' vas captioned ''Daley's • Shoot' Order 
Regarded by Negroes as War Decree," The article alleged 
that the Mayor's ''shoot to kill'* order in future disturbances 
had stirred neu tensions in riot torn areas on Chicago's 
west side. It continued thnt Kegrro T»*^ftiHi»nt« of this area 
generally the Lawndalo and Garfield Park comiLunlties, not 
identified inthe article, were interpreting the Itayor's 
announcement as a declaration of open war on black people* 
It had stated that j^ouths on thr west side were preparing 
for an all-out fifrht a^jRinst police and other law enforcement 
agencies who adopted such hnrd line tactics In the event of 
another disturbance. Supposedly, according to this article, 
adults, not Identified, were shocked by the Mayor's order 
and were "talking about" organizing protest narches on City 
Hall. An unidentified "prominenftDember of a west side 
Negro street gang was alleged to have noted that he has, in 
the past, cautioned fellow gang members to stay away fron 
disturbances, but now feels differently, stating "If the 
Mayor Is going to war on black people, than we are going to 
war on white," 

In C<j^flg^^^m^^^^^j]^pv<=^ f^ommi>n»g it Bight |q ^ 



that ■■■^■■^^^^■■^'w^ whom contact 

lias been insufficient to detSFBIII^TeTTaDillty , but wiK> 
is very knowledgeable concerning youth gang activities 
on the west side, advised that he believed the unidentified 
west side gang member referred to in the above news article, 
was connected with the Cobra gang. He noted that the most 
influential gang on the west side is not the Cobra gang but 
the Vice Lords. The source stated that the Vice Lords, while 
not happy with the Mayor's statement, have no plans at the 
present time to take action as a result of the statements 
made by him. 
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_____ ^ who has furnished 

reliable information in the past, ancT who is knowledgeable 
concerning militant Negro nationalists on Chicago's west 
side, as well as Negro street gangs in the area, advised 
that a meeting had been held on the evening of April 16^ 1966 , 
at the headquarters of the Garfield Organization (GO), 9 North 
Keeler Street. GO is self-identified as a Negro improveaient 
organization in the Garfield Park area, however, it might be 
noted that several individuals affiliated with the organization, 
one of whom was a member of the GO staff, were arrested in 
Chicago during the course of the recent disturbances for arson 
activities. 

The source advised that at this meeting, a decision 
was made to prepare a statement for forwarding to Mayor Daley, 
the statement to be critical of his ^*shoot to kill" orders. 
GO also planned at this time to hold a fund-praising affair on 
behalf of the individuals arrested during the recent disturbances 
and currently held on high bond as a result of the charges 
placed against them. The source advised that he has heard of 
l^o specific plans made by any other gang members on the west 
si^de^o take any action as a result of statements made by 
Mayor Daley, however, many youth gang members were very 
disturbed and upset over his remarks. The source stated that 
it appeared if further disturbances should occur and **8hoot 
to kill'* orders followed by the police as Instructed by the 
Mayor, he felt certain that youth gang members would seek to 
retaliate in kind, ^H^^) 

JHHH^^HH|HH|H|||^^^who has furnished reliable 
• Information ih tne .past and who is very knowledgeable concerning 

Negro youth gang activities on Chicago's south side, particularly 
In the Woodlawn area, the territory of the **Black8tone Rangers'% 
one of Chicago* 6 largest and most vicious gangs, advised that the 
Bangers were well aware of Mayor Daley statement and that It had 
been the source of much conversation among gang members. He 
believed, however, that Insufficient time has passed for gang 
members to form any definite reaction to the Mayor's statement, 
but they will most probably wait and see what exxect his statement 
will have Insofar as their relationship with the Chicago Police 
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Department is concerned. The source noted that it must be 
recognized that the Rangers have, for a considerable time, 
experienced much friction in their relationship with the 
Chicago Police Department, and on occasion in the past have 
exchanged gunfire with the police department as well as 
with the rival gangs in the area, so the Mayor *s statement 
is not anything particularly new to this group. 

In commenting concerning recent allegations made 
reflecting that the Rangers engaged in extortion activities, 
in the form of a protection racket during the recent disturbances, 
a source advised that he felt there was no question that the 
Rangers were doing their share of extorting money from area 
businessmen. Such activities, however, would be extremely 
difficult to prove since these merchants are afraid to make 
any formal complaints due to the retaliation which would 
be taken against them. The source continued that it would be 
fair to say that the Mayor's comments had not reduced tensions 
in the Woodlawn area, but he did feel that at the same time^ 
the statements made by tHe^layor naa not materially increasea 
tensions here« He knew of no plans for any demonstrations or 
disorders which could be related to the comments made by the Mayor 
la relation to the increased use of force by the police department 
In any future disturbance, 

A copy of this memorandum Is being provided 
to the following: 

Office of the United States 
Attorney, Chicago 

United States Secret Service, 
Chicago 

Region I, 113th MI Group, 
Evans ton, Illinois 
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W^V^ URGENT 4/24/68 HD 
W DIRECTOR, 
F?OM MILWAUKEE < I 75-0) 2P 





ALLEGED THREAT TO PRESIDENT. 



ON APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, INSTAKT, 
^■^^■m^Hl^^y FRAPKSVILLE, VIS. TELEPHDNICALLY CONTACTED 

THE KILWAL'KEE OFFICE AND ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: 

PREVIOUS EVENING, APRIL TWENTY-THREE, LAST, HE WAS AT Jb'^^^J^ 




'LOUNGE, 



SUBJECTS. 



WHERE HE KET 
STATED SUBJECTS ARE BROTHERS AND DURING ENSUING 
CONVERSATION BOTH SUBJECTS HADE STATEMENTS THAT SEEMED Toi 
1^ TO 'BE BITTER TO THE PRESIDENT AND TO NEGROES** • SUBJECTS ALLEGEDLY 
MADE STATEMENTS TO EFFECT THAT THEY WERE WILLING TO PAY TEN DOLLARS, 
TWEKTY^DOLLARS, THIRTY DOLLARS, OR FORTY DOLLARS, TO-KTCL!;^^^^ 
LUT HERitING, PRESIDENT JOHNSON, AND ROBERT KENNEDY. 

ADVISED ONE OF SUBJECTS IS A TRUCK DRIVER «ND'"n£nBER OF 



END PAGE ONE 



LOCAL TEAMSTERS UNION AND AS SUCH- MAY BE JITTER TOWARDS FEDERAL 

ALL INFORMATION COi^^llf 6 ' i 

rr.w -^ I "^''EIN IS UMCLASSIFIEB ' 

MAY - 2 19fi8 '^r-^ 0AT£4l«:«_ByxS^I^ 




( 



PAGE TWO 

GCVERNI^EFT FOR "PUTTIKG HOFFA AWAY". Hj^^STATED SUBJECTS HAY 
HAVE PEEK UKDEP INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL AS THEY HAD HADE SIHILAR 
STATEMENTS TO HIM PREVIOUSLY. DESCRIBED SUBJECTS AS BEING 

BETWEEN THIRTY- FIVE AKD FORTY YEARS OF AGE. 

MILWAUKEE UNABLE TO IDENTIFY SUBJECTS IN INDICES. Ic 
SECRETARY, U.S. SECRET SERVICE, ADVISED 
APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, INSTANT, THAT NO SECRET SERVICE AGENTS AVAILABLE 
FOR CONTACT. IflHV^AS FURNISHED INFORMATION CONCERNING ABOVE 
AND ADVISED WOULD CONTACT FIRST SECRET SERVICE AGENT AVAILABLE. 

iACINE PD, VAS 

ADVISED OF THE ABOVE INFORMATION APRIL TWENTY-FOUR, INSTANT, 

ADMIf'IStRATIVE-NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION BEING CONDUCTED. 

suCopi 
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April 24, 1968 




;HEREiNIS..— 
0ATElil4^a-BY. 



Oeari 





Tqnr totter Of April Uih bm rM«ir«i. 

«1 With reipect to yoor •eoond tooulrr aiAnrM* 

^!St. Y"*"**^ ™^ •*« ttoat aotortoaB lur la th* m.^^^ 




MOTE: B-fltes ewto iio record Weiitlfta^ 



t e I 
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April 18, 1968 



Vr, J. Ede^ar Hoover 
Heaa of F. B, I. 
Dept. of Justice 
Constitution Avenue, 
betveen oth A lOth Northwest 
Vashi.Ti"^tOT), D. C, 



ALL INf OniWTIOK COtlTMNED 



Be: Dr. Kartln Luther King 



Dear Kr. Hoover: 



5? 



After hpvlTij seen a poster beln? carried in 
a march for Dr, K^ng bearing these Kords "a 
bl»ck Jesus die? for our sins In KerT^phftsls" 
I decl'^ed to write you* As I found these words 
to be iroet dlstastful to we * my religion. 

Could you confirm, or deny, the following which 

I have hesrd: 

1. Dr» King's personfal secretary was 

a card carrying communist? and what is 
his name? 

2. In one of your reports he was referred 
to a^liar and mllltlant? 

Thank you so much for your time and understanding 
of my concern. 




E*^A^^ Wilnrton Heights. Illinois 

60006 jTt ^ 




IN 



en*o*«A( toa** MO 

#tA M& mO 



UNITED SI AI'ES (;0\'L.vNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



SUBJECT: 



Mr« Bishoj 



OATL; 4-23-68 



FROM : C. Morrel 



ALL U^FORi.'ATlO.aou .n..^-^ ^ 



SENATOR B. EVERETT JORDAN 

NORTH CAROLINA nnxu. • . - - ..y ^ a/, 

CORRESPONDENCE MATTER nA"""^ 



By letter dated April 10, 1968, to Assistant to the 
Director DeLoach, Senator B. Everett Jordan of North Carolina 
forwarded correspondence relating to reactests he had received 
for information concerning Martin LutheVlCing, especially infor- 
mation from FBI files. Bulet of 4-12-68 to Senator Jordan 
acknowledged this communication, returned the Senator's enclosures 
and advised him that while the Director would like to be of assistance 
to his c(»istituents, data in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 

Mr. William M. Cochrane, Administrative Assistant 
to Senator Jordan, called Mr. DeLoach on 4-18-68 and asked if it 
would be possible to have another letter sent to the Senator which 
did not mention the fact that our files are confidential pursuant to 
regulations of the Department of Justice. Mr. Cochrane explained 
I that all of the constituents who had written to the Senator were 
I angry with the Attorney General and the Department of Justice. In 
(accordance with his conversation, Mr. Cochrane wrote to Mr. DeLoach 
on 4-18-68 and returned the original and copies of the Director's letter 
of April 12th to Senator Jordan. Another letter has been prepared to 
Senator Jordan and is attached for approval. No euc, • :> ni e being 
sent since these were returned with the original letter ol Aprii I2th, 
The current outgoing only makes reference to the current letter from 
the Senator's Administrative Assistant. Original and constituent copies of 4-12-68 
letter will be destroyed and appropriate notation made oa*yelk»iif'mtflBCipy. 
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RECOMMENDATION: 

The attached letter 
approved and sent. 

Enclosure 



1 - Mr. 
1 - Mr. 



APR -26 B58 
^erettJwdaa be 



>€^M:cat^ (4) 

7 9 Ahl 30^8^*^ 




DeLoach 
Bishop 




AprU 25, 1(68 



t»7S 

ALL INFORf.lATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN !<? MNOLASSIflED 

While I would like to be of assistance in connec- 
tion with your letter of April 18tb> with enclosure, informatlan 
regarding possible communist affillaUoos of liAartin Lather KSng, 
whether substantiated or not, cannot be released because U a 
Department of Justice order regarding all matters of a cnnflriwiMal 
nature. I am sorry I cannot be d help In this Instance. 



returned. 



The enclosure to your communication is being 



IHAlUOt 

APR26196i» 



Sincerely yourSf 

John Edgar Hioorer 
ZHrector 



-» (rrthiBSD 



AIT. "^"^ 



Enclosure 



NOTE: 

had citizen 




is not identifUble in Bureau files. We have 
^uiries concerning Alert Americans Association but tt 
has not been investigated by the Bureau. It is anti -communist in 
nature and has circulated photographs of Martin Lather King at the 
Highlander Folk School and backs the Augusta Courier, a rabidly 
segregationist newspaper which has been critical of the Rirean In the 





fc e I 



Q^lM^CI] TELETYI 




TELETYPE UMIT I 




.^rril 16. 1966 
Oreep Bi<;:, Tie* 



?• i^* !• 

-Vusr.ii.f ton D. C» 
^ei^tlcneiii 

LriClosed ie u le^llet x received iron frieud of :nine 
v'r'c;^. v;ur r.^^udei to hir* ^ •meeting he utt^^nfled. 

Is thi? true ricture? "Xs ,:t.rtin Luther ITijjft 
Cr: ? LI 6 he v or*c for the Comnnniste? 

V '^tu.te.TpT^t I hi:ve unflerlined on thr» in fipt 
•\--e I L- ^r: :>tcc i-i:d ei.CvTur^-^ged br t/e Ilermed^'E*' u:u';c^te 
^ crt.. li:?- tc vhich ^ej uefijE- uirt hov; i^re the;* involved? 

rei:!:; in trie re^s^rd would t>e greutly ury reeit-ted • 




^ 11' 



\ 




1 nrn wx^ 




^ •r* — 



-4 



r,' 



/ id 




V 



f rcp:.-r sent to the Kirn.cdc. ^ ^r^'^'r^ip.^. ^.f Lecislcture of tr.c Stcto or .cr.- 

4. '..yiis :-:o.:-n. Director oJ h:i,n.wri;.er r-:. .Cao-l 

Tcr.accsec. „ k.^ .-S*- tension, dicrurbcncs, ttrlfc 

Vte:..-.== in their «d.=r.«n-.cnt of = 1-'"' „ - K T 5 0 ? r. - S 5 0 .V. 



r.i vio;i.-.cc m .mw. I f 

v:: cc'jriizr. IK .r.^ .1-.. 

-"•^ ovonnblc- .rn^^.<;i-CO (>ncluc!.^3H^ 



Copt 



lobie-lCO 



for 1 CO (mcluc'-^ ^" gyyf '^^ ^^^^--^ 




F B I 



-I 



Date: 



Transmit th* following in 

a: 



Via 



(Type im plmmltml or code) 



(Fnority) 




n^-^O- iLASS._4. nr^ T L^J^it}f6zr=^ Jvi- 



TO: 
FROM: 
SUBJECT: 



>iTI or KVXIi 

DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) 



r^eKY teletype V17/68. 




SAC, XEH IORKjflOO.136585) ^Jl'^r?*^ 

MARTIN LUTHER TCIHO, JR.; 
SCLC -RACIAL MATTERS SEE 

— "wf^/^Thcrc are enclosed for the Bureau 1 1 eoplet of 
■n £inseont«lning Information f rom ^■■^^ on 4/17/68, 
concerning contacts between STAMLEfTEviSOIrand XX>RA MC^DORALD V 
and STAHLEY LEVISOV and CORETTA KZMO on that date. ^ ^ 




i 

u 
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3-Atlanta (100- J (Bacls. 3) (RM) 

(1-100-5718) (conhifil SCLC) 
(1-137- ) (VASHnaTov spRina project) 

2-Hewark (100- ) (Ends. 2) (RN) 

(1-100- ) (BAVE raXLIBOER) 
2-Washlngton Field (100- ) (Ends. 2) (RM) 

(1-157- ) (wASHniOTOH sprhkj project) 

1-lcw Tork (160-111180) (STARLET LB7IS0R' 



York 



100-149194) (comhifil flCLc 



4leif York ;iOO-l62392) (10 MYS OF PReriST) (42)" 
1-Mew York 157-2052) (WASHIRGTOR SPRIHS PROJECT)' f^3l-is|0 ^ 
1-Mew York ll00^13e5^eitACSi^oA'lm.saC7..^ 





UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INTESTI'SATIOM 



Bufile 100-106670 



Rew York, Hew York 
April 18, 1968 



AIL IIPOniATIOl CORTinOP 

HZKEIN IS UVCLASSXFUI^ 
EXCEPT WHERE SUOm 

onoBinsi 



cr.triS) or 




'fit 



Martin Luther King, Jr. ; 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) - Kacial Natters 

On April 17« 19^> s confidential source who has 
furnished reliable information in the past, ascertained that 
on that date Stanley Levison was in contact with DoraJfoI)onald« 
Secretary to Martin Luther King* Jr., deceased head of the 

V Sn/C, and thereafter Coretta King, wife of Martin Luther King. 

^^cDonald told Levison that "Meet the Press" wants Balph 

jM^ernathy* successor to Martin Luther King as head 'oT'^lie SCLC, 
to appear on this program as soon as possible and Coretta King 
at a later date. She stated that she had not talked to 

' Abemathy who was still in Memphis. Levison questioned if 
Martin Luther King had not been scheduled to appear on "Face 
the Nation" then added that "Meet the Press" was the roughest 
one. Re said he had talked with Abemathy and advised him 
not to appear on "Face the Nation" at the present time because 
he believed Abemathy was gambling with his reputation and 
if Abemathy "falls on his face" he woold do so before the whole 
nation. He said Abemathy agreed. Levison added that as far 
as Abemathy is concemed, it would be best if he put off any 
appearance until just before the Washington Cai^aign (Poor 
People^s Campaign scheduled for Washington, D.C.) and that 
Abemathy acknowledged that he needs to study ^p on current 
legislation and political facts 



T'l!?l>:r " MK.VT COXTAIXS NEITHER 

i:t;c.i.iM?.'!:y.OATioxs nor concj.usions 

OF TilE y\:\. IT IS THE PliOPEKTY 
OF TJ:E via AM) IS LOANED TO YOUR 
AGENeY:!!' A.VIJ JT.-. rcMENTS ARE 
NOT TO BE iJJcrUiKlTElJOUTSlDE 
VOUR ACK.\\"Y. 



Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Levlson referred^ to Coretta King's possible // 
appearance at the najor nWss anti-Vietnam war demonstration y ' 
scheduled for New Yor K^C^y o n April 27, I968. Be said 
he had checked with DaveSeninger's (Natlonal^Dlrector* 
National Mobilization Committee to End the Var"ln Vietnam) 
office and that he, Levlson, feels that It Is alright for her 
to appear on this program and also to participate in the 
Mothers' March (In Washington, B.C. in connection with the 
Poor People's Campaign) as long as she does not dosqythlng 
else. ^ 

Levlson then told Coretta King that he had checked 
with Dave Delllnger's office and that there is a good 
platform so that If she is inclined to partlcpate, they 
should be promptly advised so they can have the benefit of 
the publicity. He emphasised that she should not do other 
things because it would be too much exposure. Comparing her 
situation with that of Jackie Kennedy, Coretta commented that 
she believes many people see that her life was not the same, 
that people understand how she was "in the picture" and have 
now given her a mandate that she must remain "in the picture". 
Levlson agreed but coiinselled this should be done gradually 
and In good taste, 

Coretta asked about requests for articles about 
herself and Levlson advised that, as a general principle, 
proceeds for such articles should go to her because the subject 
of the articles will command the price. Be said if thousands 
are paid for an article, then a few hundred is all the writer 
is entitled to. ^ y . 

Levlson mentioned that Orosset and piii; 
old publishing firm, is coming out \Hth a^^ooki 
^eam", about Martin Luther, King which is miaul 
said Harper and Rowe are willing to have their lawyers prepare 
an injunction preventing or stopping the publication and 
distribution of this book, but a telegram is needed from 
Coretta to proceed. Levlson then read a telegram for her 
signature and s^e agreed to have Dora McDonald send 
immediately. J^-^ 




SEI 
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Nftrtin Lather Klng« Jr. 

Coretta dlscttssed requests she had received for 
appearances and Levlson stated that she would receive aany 
requests but that she will have to be selective and turn 
many down. He counselled that she should adopt the position 
that, for the present, she feels that activity in King's 
behalf has to be toward his memorial and that it would not 
serve anyone if her name is used by everyone. Be added that 
this says she is using her name in the area she knows would 
be closest to King, his family and his organisation. He 
said it is important in preserving the strength of • name 
that it not be overused. 

Finally, Levison asked if Coretta wanted him to 
contact Dave Dellinger. She stated that he should call 
Dellinger and point out that her exposure must be limited 
and that she must be protected because she Is only doing 
the things she feels very strongly about, that is, those 
things that are related to the work of her husband . 'SL 
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Domestic Int«lli9«nc« Division 




INFOHMATIVK NOTC 

4/21/6B 



Tfae attached pertains to 
plans of Stanley Levison, long- 
tine Conaiunist Party aenber, 
to Beet with wife of deceased 
Martin Lutber King, for purpose 
of assistingJA preparing ber 
new book,^^ 



Information in the attached 
will be diaseainate d to the 
Slitft^use^. Attorney General 
and •PP'-oPyl*te f|>ve^j^ 
agencies. J ^^^1. j*^- 

RCD:glB ^ ^ 
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954 PM Jimm 4-21-68 RPD 
^TO/lTlRECTOR, AND ATLAUTA (CODtj 

ATTt DOMESTIC IlfTEUlGENCE DIVISION iSmi?,^.i^«W 
ATLANTA VIA VASHIN6T0N , - : 

FROM NEW YORK IP 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. 





r. TvtoMi 

Mi. IWliyAVC— 



Mr. Trrttw 

M*. Boob 

MtMOndy 




WHO MS 

FURNISHED RELIABLE^FORHATION IN THE FAST» ADVISED THIS 
DATE THAT STANLE^^VISON IS LEAVING JOHN F» KENNEDY 
AIRPORT, NEW YORK, FOUR TWENTY TVO, NEXT VIA EASTERN 





AIRLINES FLIGHT ONE ZERO SEVEN Y, ELEVEN THIRTY AH** 
ARRIVING ATLANTA ONE THIRTY FIVE PH« , SAME DATE* SOURCE 
ADVISED LEVISON ALSO BOOKED RESERVATIONS FOR TVO FOR HOLT 
AND CO. , BOOK PUBLISHER ON DELTA AIRLINES FLI6KT EI6KT 
TVO SEVEN LEAVING JFK AIRPORT ONE TVENTY FN* FOUR TWENTY TWO, 
NEXTt^O ARRIVE ATLANTA THREE THIRTY PH. SAKE DATE. 
PURPOSE OF LEVISONS FLIGHT IS TO HEET WITH VI FE OF DECEASED 
REVX HAI^IN LUTHER Klife A*D MaP^IN PUJ|IJJI6j,<l?;offEW BOOK 

TO te^jyRI^N BYJWS.ftej^ COULD FittRlQsI NO '!2T*^ ^ ^/^^ "BSf, 

_/BJ WASH 



urn ICMWjj 

LRC It RELIlY *** 

WASH DC^ r/fl^ 




S-1 13a ((?-29-6i) 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 

April 17. 1968 



Dote . 



The attached conaminication indicates 
that Mrs. Martin Luther King, Jr., wife of 
the late Martin Luther King, Jr., is 
turning to long-time Communist Party member 
Stanley Le^^on for advice as did her late 
husband . 

Information in the attached will be 
disseminated to the White Hoxise, Attorney 
General, and appropriate Government agenciss 
with the exception of information concern- 
ing Governor Nelson Rockefeller of 
New York which will be disseminated to the 
White House and Attorney General only. 0 

DMW:ebb 




VIA TELETYPE 

APR 1? 1968 

ENCIPHERED 



VA 4 

1U2 AM URGENT 4-17*68 JLV 
TO DIRECTOR 100-106670 (CODE) 



ATT. DOMMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION Z^^^jg^ 



FROM NEW YORK 100* 136585 2P 

^ %{cuat-T'/ Murrett- c»MMvi/i&r 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, SfT* C| 00 - ATLANTA 



FOLLOWING INFORMATION RECEIVED NIGHT OF APRIL SIXTEEN, 



Mr, 
M 

M^VUaspcr 
Mr. Callahan 
Mr. Ck)nnd 
Mr. Felt 
Mr. Gale 



Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Misa Holmes 

MiM Gandy. 



I 



NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, FROM 

mUmm^^ a source whose information is TO BE 
CLASSIFIED "SJglll- . STANLEY LEVISON ADVISED CORETTA 
KING, WIFE OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, TO NEGOTIATE lOV 
FOR PUBLICATION OF BOOK ON HERSELF AND MARTIN. CORETTA 
MENTIONED THAT DAVE DELLINGER (NATIONAL DIRECTOR, 





NATIONAL MOBILIZATION COMMITTEE TO END VAR IN VIETNAM) 



DS"LASSIFliZ> 



HAS B^fN ATTEMPTING TO GET HER TO MAKE APPEARANCE 
•at HIS peace thing- (MAJOR MASj^ Wjt^j^VlETNAM DEMONSTRATION 
SCHEUULED tOR CENTRAL PARK 



SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT) 



CORETTA NOT TO, ALLOW HERNSELF TO BE EXPLOITED. 
END PaG£ OfE, ; «T » 



^^^lillli YORKVlft. APRIL TWENTY ^ 



mi 196^ fi^^'^ 





Date Ox ^c*c4Aui ^ciji*f;t_iiv*it;iji4i^ 



PAGE TWO 

THEY AGREED SHE SHOULD TRY TO APPEAR AT PEACE HEETIIIG 
OF APRIL TWENTYSEVEN. HE SAID HE WOULD CONTACT DELLINGER 
FOR MORE DETAILS. CORETTA ALSO STATED SHE WANTS TO 
SUPPORT POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN MOTHER'S DAY MARCH AND 
WANTS TO TRY TO MOBILIZE WOMEN. SHE ALSO MENTIONED 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER (GOVERNOR OF NEW YORK) CALLED HER 
TO ASK IF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 
NEEDED MONEY OR IF SHE PERSONALLY NEEDS MONEY. SHE 
REFERRED HIM TO ANDREW YOUNG (EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT* 
SCLC) ON BOTH QUESTIONS. LETTERHEAD/IEHORANDUM FOLLOWS. 
CORR. P 1 LAST LINE WD 5 HERSELF S» 




LRC FBI WASH DC 



.1 'f 



^11 li'V 



MAT IMI lOfTlOH 
OU MM MG HO If 
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To I SO-; 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



Mr. Bishi 



DATE: 4-11-68 




FROM : D. C. Morrell p^'j' ■ ! 



Trotl«T 



SI'bJ^ECT : 




ELMHURST, ILLINOIS 



TeU, Rooir 
Holmes 
GoBidy 



^^Bv letter dated 4-8-68, with copies to Senators Dirksen 
and Percy, ■■P'calls upon Jthe Director to publicly apologize for 
having calle d Martin Luther king the most notorious liar in the country. 
He refers to the Director's comment concerning King as a erievous 
affront to the character, truthfulness and dignity of King. ■Be;q>resses 
the opinion that the Director's remark has created more divisiveness 
among the people in this country than any other single act he can recall, 
im^indicates he is sending a copy of his letter to Senators Dirksen and 
Percy in an effort to enlist their aid in having the Director make such an 
apology. 



roi 



Bufiles disclose by a five-page letter dated 5-29-67, 
)sed the Director resign his position. Among the many things to which 
^ref erred in his 5-29-67 lett er was the Director's comment concerning 
. King. The Director indicated on^^B^5-'29-67 communication that it ■/ 
j should be ignored. 



OBSERVATON: 



trying to set 
concerning 



-3: 




It w 

loSgrt 



would appear that no useful purpose would be served in 
straight as to the reasons for the Director's comment 
therefore, the following reconunendation is made: 



RECOMME NDATION: 



ication. 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 



That no acknowledgement be made current commun- 

^nia^- /6'i'6r7c) -3177 



HRH:mer (4) 

rt, . "v 



61 MAY - 1 18681^ 



APR 2t>la6b- 
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April 8, 1968 
Copies to: 

senator Lverett ^^ I^irksen 
;»enator Charles Fcrcy 
;.enate Cfflce liuildi&c 
lirashingtoa, C« 




iidg^r A-oovcr, I>irector 
redoral Bureau of Znvestlgatlozi 

iJ-epartjient of Justice 
Constitution Avenue 
^icshington, L. C. 

Dear Jir, 



Allthough four years have passed since you fell into the error 
of making a grevious affront to the charactw and trutlif ulness « 
and thus the dignity, otJuT.J{t^xXXn}A^t\ifiT would it not 

now lend an important and forceful note of credihllity to the 
eulogy now flooding irom the white cozununity for you to publicly 
appologize, perhaps within your own express}.on of bereavcaont, 
for having not yet attempted to erase this ham, I call upon you 
now to malie this effort for it is not yet too late to do so in 
memory of this man. 

Vou must know by now the widespread misinterpretation that nany 
folks who are only seeking suppQrt for their prejudices have 
placed upon the action 1 refer to". One is hard put to recall 
any single act during this period of time that could have created 
as much divisivness as did this particular event . 

Ve are called upon to bind up the nations wounds. I malte this 
critical suggestion in that creatively constructive spirit and 
as one who over the years has appreciated that aense of security 
your office has provided in more tranquil tines. Your turning now 
to such a use of the rostruia, or the press conference desk* so 
automatically at your command would go Just as far to erradicate 
prejudices as your past harsh Judgement did to reinforce such 
prejudices. Compassion and regret from a figure such as you would 
be doubly significant and widely appreciated » even to refreshing 

the old viev REG u foo' foc^^ycf. -3jy^ 

hX\ of us human, all cut from the same basic cloth, I find this 
urgent suggestion not unreasonable and 1 ther^lfo^'ienlislt 
of our Illinois ::.enators, to whom I send a copy of this letter , | 
in the further urging of such an effort on your par/t« " 




Mr. Conrt J 

Mr. Qa,^ 
Mr. K/c^. 

Mr. Ti .;.cr.^. 

Tele. Room 

Miss 1: ... a 
Mu8 Q^ndj 





f^^~10 1958 



n 



pi MAY - 1 





April 25, 1968 



^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

^WiSm^JewJ ersey 0774 8 ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

. ^^^^^^ UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter of April 20th has been received and I 
certainly appreciate your fiivorable comments concerning the 
work of this Bureau. 



Hn response to your request for data concerning any 

communist activities or affiliations of Martin Luther King, infor- 
mation of this nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of the Department of Justice order regarding 
all matters of a confidential nature. I am sorry I cannot be of 
assistance in this instance. 



Toi»on 

De Loach . 

Mohr 

Bishop ^ 
Cosper ^ 
Caljohon 
Conrad 
Pel 
Col 
Rosen 
SuUr 
Tovet 



I made the statement that he was the most notorious 
liar In the country at a press conference on November 18^ 1964. 
I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our 
Special Agents handling clvU rights Investigations In the South. 

Sincerely yours^ 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Address per 
current telephone directory. 
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Mr. Caiii.han 

Mr. Conrmd 

Mr. Felt 



MiddletownKJ, ^i)^^ 
AprU 20, 1968 o1 ' 



Mr. Gale_ 
Mr. Rosen 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C* 



Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 



Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 



Gentlemen: i— — 

Since the death of Dr. Martin Luther King there have 
been many discussions among the citizens in this area concerning 
Dr. King's past activities. Even though he won the Peace Award 
it runs in my mind that he leaned toward the Communist Party Line 
(or it appeared so) in his early career. I can also recall that your 
Director Edgar Hoover publically stated a few years ago that 
Mr» King was a "Liar. " 

Incidental^! am a great fan of Mr. Hoovers and if he made 
such a statement there must have been some basis for his f eelirigs. 

Few citizens realize the number of hidden enemies we have 
who are trying to undermine our country^ many are being led by 
well trained professionals, trained in other countries, 

I would appreciate knowing where to secure some information 
regarding Dr. Martin Luther King's past activities* 

Although few people take the time to say it, many have 
great respect for the F. B. I. We are fortunate to have such an 
organization in this country. Keep up your wonderful work. 
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Tolion _ 
DvLooch 



Al.L i.vi*,/ . 
HEREi; • 





Pennsylvania 17112 



Dear 




Tour letter of April ITth, with enclosure, has 
been received and I can certainly understand the con^n which 
prompted you to write. ' x ^ 

In response to your inquiries, although I would 
like to be of assistance , Information contained In our files must 
be maintained as confidential In accordance with regulations of 
the Department of Justice « Further, it is contrary to my long- 
standing policy to comment on material not prepared by personnel 
of this Bureau. I regret I am unable to comment as you desire* 



MAIL£i> IZ 

AP^M968 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovef^' 



NOTE: Bufiles indicate one prior outgoing dated S-l^-eSTtqASSjUmB^ 

at the above address in response to her letter concerning cixSe^Soperation 
with law enforcement. 
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Mr. J. £. Hoover 
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Dear Sir 

Enclosed Is a clipping I took from our local paper, 
would you please read It and appraise it for what its worth, 
then if there is any truth in it at all, maybe you can tell me 
why the many American people feel that a great man has 
been murdered and why the state of Pennsylvania wants to 
make his birthday a legal holiday and schools are being 
named for him, streets, Hospitals etc. Why ? name one 
good and just, thing M. L. King ever done on his own. I 
think the American people have lost their sense of good 
thinking. Maybe lOng was OK. so what! many good men are 
being killed in Vietnam, will the Americans make a big fuss 
over them. I think the U. S. A. has become a big marshmallow, 
I love our country, but can*t understand the UUng that go on 
in it. 



Sincerely yours 




Harrisburg, 
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Anti-King Gl Wh 
Resents Press Eulogies 



Editor: 

THIS LETTER li directed 
t€ the editors who wrote the 
recent eulogy on Martin Lu- 
ther King and the April 10 
editorial entitled, '*Dr. King's 
VitiOQ wilt Endure.** 

I know my letter will* never 



^^^ ^ ' 



get into print, as you would 
prefer to keep the truth from 
reachiikg out and discoloring 
the demonstrations and pub- 
lic displays exhibited these 
past few days in honor of 
Martin Luther King, in- 
cluding services led by the 
Oovemor of this State. 

I have Just returned 
wounded from combat in 
Vietnam > and believe me, 1 
am shocked by a country that 
has gone mad! 

Before I joined the Army 
and later volunteered for 
duty in Vietnam, how well I 
recall the Communist In- 
fluenoe on the civil rights 
movement and bow J. Edgar 
Hoover called King the most 
notorious Jiar in the country. 
King's continuous associ- 
ations with Communists and 
Communist fronts were well 
known. Furthermore, King's 
publicly announced program 
for America was the una- 
dulterated Communist pro- 
gram. He always associated 
with and consistently sup- 
ported the most violent of 
I black militants. Everywhere 
he went he left a trail of agi- 
tation and incitation. Yet the 
papers, including yours, ad* 
vertise Kir^ as a con-viaient 
moderate. He pretended to be 
reasonable and peace-loving, 
but made demands and 
threats if they were not mtu 
stating that his moderate in- 
fluence would be lost and 
militants would take over an 
cause violence. At the same 
time King supported the mili- 
tants in their demands, which 
were exactly the same as his 
own. We call this blackmail! 

Former President Truman 
|COnsidered King a trouble- 
jmakcr and called ^ him a 



Brown, a Negro^ who was a 
counterspy fbr the FBI, de* 
scrfced King as an enemy of 
the colored race and Manning 
Johnson, a Negro and one- 
time official in the Commu-. 
nist party, testified that King 
has done the Negroes consid- 
erable harm. 

, So this is the man you 
would treat as a hero. Try 

telling those buddies of mine, 
both black land white » who 
are lying in hospitals sight- 
less and maimed, and those 
rotting in POW camps — they 
just don't see it the way your 
paper tells it — they see it for 
what it rea/fy is — all of this 
so-called non-violence is as I 
phony as the war we were not] 
allowed to win. j 
^uat A GJ. I 
fram Camp HOI. 



' a t b I e-rouser. Mrs" Julfa 
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DoTfiestic Intelligence Division 



INFORMATIVE NOTE 

P 4/17/68 



The attached connunlcation reveals 
that Coretta King, wife 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Pre»"«°* «f 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference , 
was conferring with the long-time secret 
Sommunist Party -ember. Stanley Le^lson. 
for Edvice as did her husband. It would 
appear that Levison is c^»»»«lJiJ« 5*' 
concerning her appearanc^, writings, 
and financial matters^^ 

Pertinent portions of the attached 
will be furnished the White House, 
Attorney General, and other interested 
agencies. \J 

DlfW:chs 
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^ N^<o^ ^^e^^ ^y^^'s^4^yv ^^-/-p^i-ycs/;*^ d^^^/y/r^^^^^.^ 
MARTIN LUTHER XIN6, JR.; MnAr^,- 00-ATLANTA. ^ /7y 

ON APRIt SEVENTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT, flHH^ 

^A SOURCE WHOSE INFORMATION 




IS TO BE CLASSIFIED , 
STANLEY LEVISON ON AP 



»inL SE 



, FURNISHED FOLLOWING INFORMATION- 
SEVENTEEN, NINETEEN SIXTY E^HT, 



CONFERRED WITH DORA MC DONALD, SECRETARY OF SOOTHER CHRISTIAN 
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE <SCLC), THEN CORETTA KING, WIFE OF 
MARTJN LUTHER KING. DURING CONVERSATION WITH MC DONALD, SHE 
MENTi&NED THAT "MEET THE PRESS" WANTS ^j^Jg, ABERNAm (NEW 




HEAD 0JF:.SCLC) TO APPEAR ON PROGRAM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AMD 
CORKTTa'^RING AT LATER DATE. STATED SHE HAD NOT TALKEfPTir 

ABERNATHY 
LUTHER KI 



LEVISON 8BESTJ0NED IF M^fllf^'^ 25 B68 



^J^HO IS IN MEMPHIS. 

we HAD NOT BEEN SCHEDULED FOR'^f A'^ ^|hE NATI ON" T HEN 
SAID -MEET THE PRESS- WAS THE R0U61jJf|^„0NE. LEVISON SAID hT 



END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

HAD ADVISED ABERNATHY NGTTO 60 ON "FACE THE NATION** RIGHT 
NOW, THAT, HE, LEVISON, BELIEVED ABERNATHY WAS GAMBLING WITH 
HIS REPUTATION BECAUSE IF HE "FALLS ON HIS FACE" HE WOULD DO 
IT BEFORE WHOLE WORLD. SAID THAT ABERNATHY AGREED. LEVISON 
ADDED THAT AS FAR AS ABERNATHY IS CONCERNED, IT WOULD BE BEST 
TO PUT OFF ANY APPEARANCE UNTIL JUST BEFORE WASHINGTON CAMPAIGN 
(POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN) AND THAT ABERNATHY ACKNOWLEDGED HE 
NEEDS TO STUDY UPON LEGISLATION AND POLITICAL FACTS. LEVISON 
REFERRED TO CORETTA KING*S POSSIBLE APPEARANCE AT THE MAJOR 
MASS ANTI DASH VIETNAM DEMONSTRATION NEW YORK CITY ON APRIL 
TWENTY SEVEN, NINETEEN SIXTY EIGHT. SAID HE CHECKED WITH 
DAVE DELLINGER'S OFFICE AND FEELS IT IS OKAY FOR CORETTA TO 
APPEAR ON PROGRAM AS WELL AS MOTHER'S MARCH (IN WASHINGTON D.C. 



IN CONNECTION WITH POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN) AS LONGAS SHE DOES 



NOTHING ELSE. LEVISON THEN CONFERRED WITH CORETTA KING TELLING 

HER HE CHECKED WITH DAVE DELLINGER'S OFFICE AND IF CORETTA IS 

INCLINED TO PARTICIPATE THEY SHOULD BE PROMPTLY ADVISED FOR 
PUBLICITY PURPOSES. HE EMPHASIZED SHE SHOULD NOT DO OTHER 



THINGS. CORETTA NOTED THAT PEOPLE HAVE GIVEN HER A MANDATE 




END PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE 

AND SHE MUST REMAIN IN PICTURE. LEVISON COUNSELLED, GRADUALLY 

AND IN GOOD TASTE. CORETTA ASKED ABOUT REQUEST FOR ARTICLES 

ABOUT HERSELF. LEVISON SAID AS GENERAL PRINCIPLE PROCEEDS 

FROM ANY ARTICLES SHOULD GO TO HER. LEVISON MENTIONED THAT A 

PUBLISHING FIRM, 6R0SSET AND DUNLAP, IS COMING OUT VITH 

UNAUTHORIZED PUBLICATION ON KING. SAID HARPER AND ROVE ARE 
WILLING TO HAVE LAWYERS PREPARE INJUNCTION AND NE£D TELEGRAM 

FROM CORETTA TO PROCEED. LEVISON READ TELEGRAM FOR HER SIGNATURE 

AND CORETTA AGREED TO HAVE TELEGRAM SENT. CORETTA DISCUSSED 

REQUESTS SHE HAD FOR APPEARANCES AND LEVISON COUNSELLED SHE 

WOULD HAVE MANY REQUESTS BUT WOULD HAVE TO BE SELECTIVE AND 

TURN SOME DOWN. LEVISON SAID SHE SHOULD ADOPT POSITION THAT 

FOR THE PRESENT SHE FEELS THAT ACTIVITY IH KING'S BEHALF 

HAS TO BE TOWARD HIS MEMORIAL AND THAT IT WOULD NOT SERVE ANYONE 
IF HER NAME IS USED BY EVERYONE. LEVISON SAID THIS SAYS 

CORETTA IS USING HER NAME IN THE AREA SHE KNOWS WOULD BE CLOSEST^ 



TO KING, HIS FAMILY AND HIS ORGANIZATION. FINALLY, LEVISON 
END PAGE THREE 




PAGE FOUR 

ASKED IF SHE WANTEllHIM TO CALL DELLINGER, CORETTA SAID 
LEVISON SHOULD CALL AND SAY HER EXPOSURE THER MUST BE LIHITED 
AND PROTECTED BECAUSE SHE IS ONLY DOING THIN^ SHE FEELS 
STRONGLY ABOUT, RELATED TO WORK OF KING,^ 
J^tt FOLLOWS. 

END 
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FJB 

FBI WASH DC 




Mr. C;: - 
Mr. Ca/. 
Mr. C'.:--* 
Mr. Fi.t 
>1t. Gixi-' 

;^fr \ Mr- 

Mr. Tav.'. 
Mr. Tvot: 
Teifc. Hi.-: 



7^ ■ * , 

c oLc-^: cli-r.liv iro:: e.^ ■■.■■..l/rHii liirJ-Di' ic the -.est rc:iliriiji/ >^ '^^■'l^ 

j-z'/j I h:-"c- rcci cr. -i:::^ Lctli-r':.^-: debacle. Tnc only :5ou-.w '^.-^ 

• J 0 • tli^ --^coic;.: the i^-.y otl-^r problc-.-^: that this ones 



"•-^iiLc t:~.c r->iLl story o:. l.-r.-::: Liithor Kii--; th:^ TzC rscl \>s^>^-— 



; - ;r.vccti---tio:i vc-^c c-i-.c;:ii" to ^.-.^ best so'C-roc of is;:^.- -ration. ^ 

.■-•c-.-o 01" disprove Iiis oUz-lzjaas to tl^io co'jatiy and tiM people • 
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Forum of the People ) 




To the Editor oi The Sssn^r: 

. Tnc preponderant majority of Americans 
— law'-abiciing, ri2ht-Lhir;-vi::5 ciUzens of every ^ 
creed and color— deplore the cowardly, bruUl 
miirdor of Dr. Martin LLU;cr Kias » 

I am o.ne of thai majoriLy. And my sym- 
pathy £cc£ out vo hii widow and his youns 
children, Ui his k;r»sriicn and close friends, ia 
their tir/.c o: deepest sorrow and heartache. • 

I respect the righ: of rr.y fellow citizens, 
irx!;:d:n^ poIitlcianSp to eulogii^e the dead. 

£;;t I rc:^crvc the right not to be a party f 
to SLich eulc^iCb-. 

Ar.d I r^er.i the prccla:n::tion by the 
President of tho XJaiicd S*^*^s, Lyndon B. 
Johnson, ceclarir.g a *'Xalional Day of Mourn- 
ing,'* and oi'Coring tiie Flags of my country ^ 
lowered to hali-staff in boniagc to this man, ; • 
, I Dr. ]\*ari.;n Luihcr Kir-J. 

IFor ii is an undcnizcle fact that Dr. Kins ; 
was an extremely ccniroversial figure on the 
American scene. In Uie public domain, his i/* 
tactics and his political preachments were 
questioned, if not wholly disapproved, by as 
many Anericaris as applauded them. 
'[ Ke professed **non-violencc/' but at the 
the same time, he advocated law-brcaldng— 
flagrant vio'.rtiior.i of ''unjust" laws. (Anti-riot 
laws are deemed "en just" by rioters • . .) 
True, he preached "non-violence." But law- 
. lessness :ind bloodshed, more frequently than 
. calm, followed in his wake. This is a fact, a 
fact cpparently recognized by highly respected . 
members of his ov.d race, including United 
States Senator lildward Broolce, who urged Dr. 
KLng to call off» or at least tone dowia, his 
■ *'poor peoples march*' on Washington, lest he ^ 
create an atmosphere of violence in our na- > 

• tier's CapiUl. ; * 

If Martin Lu'J:cr Xing possessed some cx- 
traordinarv* power as s teacher and leader of 
**non*vioIence/' did he fail to demonstrate . 
such power? Did he ir*still or inspire such 
lofty ideals in tlie majority of **his owti pco- - 

, pie?" Witness Memphis before his murder. 
Witness Amcnca today! ; 

But Manin Luther Xing had a "dream," a 
noble dream, 'tis said. He would re-wiite the 

, Lord's parable of the ten talents— Matthew 
25:14. He visioncd som.e man-made "equal- 
ity" or Utopia. Eut his dream was neither orig- . 
inal ror new; Karl luarx had such a dream, 
•and there were others ♦ . . And President . 

; Johr.son eulogized King's dream! 

In respect to law, surely he did possess 
some awesome power over Amcrica*s offi- i 

/ cialdom. For Dr. King commanded, and rc- ' 

, ccived, certain unic/je dispensations from 

• government suthorities who admiriLster our 
' laws. Was such immunity granted in defer- 
•* ence to his ''non-violence" slogan? Stokely 

. Carmichael, whose record has been well pub- • 
; licized. seems to share the same manllc of 
V immunity to government action. Wei-c there 
i no specific Jaws against their actions? 



■ — Gcr.cral Edwin WalUcr, wlio advocated 
pcscctui protest in Oi.'oid. V.iss., was 
' ai-restcd: Slipped istc Federal ccKiir.c- 



1 meat! And plac«d vndcr SlCO.CIO bond! 
■ —John Kaspcr was citcsUiJ iis Nssiivil'e, . 
;' scntcsccd. ana sci-vcd 26 ir.onljL— 13 ol 
5 those inor.lUs in Fcdcrr.l pr.sc^ — «u ' 
i cliargcj 01 "incitcmcr.;" a;wl "conurapt. _ 
§ 0i> evidence that pales beside tUe ac- . . 
1 tions and outbursts ct CarraicUacl and, ; ^ 

yes. Martin Luther ICinS- 
I StoIxJy Cirtr.ich:.ci and Dr. King have been 1 
: allovcd to r.aur.t their dc:.anc6 and im-. .. 
i ir.uriiy across tlie teigth and brcacth of this . 
i crcat land of curs. . . 

i * J-arim Uithcr Iur.3. Jr.. was he some kind i 

o: saint? Sor.-.c Idiid of hc'-'-ci^ cd American? 1 
C for cr.e. pro-^st sue:-. c«:snaUons. And I 
■; would protest, if for no t?*'^^,^^:^;;^. 
His .tssociaiioa witii. and his pa. l.c.^-Joi. 
V ir anti wir. ai'.ti-Aiticricait dcraor^tri-ons 

1 ^^■^,ich were. tt> say the least, far -beyond the; 

; . ^'^^Alihough I. personally, respect tli« ri^a of 
. an American citizci to diSiCn. Dr. lun.s 
J assertion that "Ocr plan »s to disrupt . . ■ , 
• fnd pro.-ni.'.cr.: role in disruptive demon- 
•• tu^tions-redcle wiih draft card burners 
^ Sican Fias burners, and Viet Cong £as 
^ w-vers-was, in the eyes of many, many 
\ ^^^c Arr.ericans. a s^cl.cr.ing and v.«ous. 

2 stab-in-Uie-bac-.; to American wj'O/'^**; 
fi„i-;n<' the Con-.r.^ur.ist cncasy in VjCJ«.m. . 

^ Yathc Comir-andcr-in-Chic; of Uwse tight-. 
«. ui" and dying, sons of Americans, spas to. 

feizc such a "leader"^ Dr. Martu Uither. 
■■ Kins. Jr., to order lowered Flags, to proclaim. 
' a day of mourning. ^ -j t r 

■ 1 mourn Ujis day. Mr. President ... I. 
mourn for my country. j^cK KNOX, i 
Nasbvilk, Tcna. 



KR* V, C. smxiVAN April ll. 1968 

MR. C, C, KX^S ftwussiyrrr. 

SOUTHBtN CHRISTIAN LEADStSHIF OONFERBICI ^ 




COMMUNIST INFUTRATIOR ^ ^ 



PURPOSEt ^ 

Attached for your ^proval for dlssesdiuitlon aro 
copies of a coofnunleatlon concerning a conference that vaa 
held speculating as to the future of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) since the death of its president « 
Martin Luther King, Jr. (J 



\ 



RGCIKT DEVXlOmBNTS! 



\'\ 

A 



Recently, Stanley Levison, long-time secret 
Communist Party SMraber and principal advisor to the late y 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was in conference witl^il^vlfe i /^J 
concerning the futiare of SGLC^ according ^^f/K/ttK/t^ L / - 
These two agreed there vas no one who eould take the placed '^V^J 
of King but that King had aore or lass named Ralph Abernatbgr ^ ^ 



as his heir. Levison added that he vould like to aee ^ 



Andrew Toung, the eurp«nt Bxecutive Vice President of fCLC» 
take Klng»8 plaea.^ 

At this neeting* it ims also learned that the Field 

Foundation vas going to give 9ClXi $300,000 but M^. Lcvlson ^ 

added it vould take a million dollars to keep the organisation p 

going. The Field Foundation vas established In 1940 by % 

Marshall Field, the retail tycoon of Chicago, Illinois. One § 
of its objectives it to prooota Intcurraelal haroony.^^ ' 

Bnelosura s 
BNKtakw (9) - 
1 Mr. DsLoadi OCNTUIUKi) • OVBt 

\ ' ViL.^^*^ ■ — 

1 ' nr. BiaiWp NOTRECOROBD 

i 5: o .v. 

(J) - 100-106670 (Martin Luther Kii^, Jr.) 
1 - 157«6423 (Poor People*a Campaign) 
1 . 10<>^38794 (jcLC) 




feS«norAndun! to I1r« V* C« Sulllvftn 

9Ki CaftVJh'XSr O^ILTRATIOK; SOUIKIXN C8RISTZA1I 
LCADDtSKIP OOKFfKEKCE 



Lmttr thej discussed the '*Poor People's Cenpatgo** 
scheduled for April , 196B» in Vsshlngton, D* C» Mr. Lesson 
commented that It If unlikely that this canpalgn vlll 
transpire^ especially In rlew of the recent rioting* J^f'^ 

That copies of enclosures be fonrarded to )1rs« Klldred 
Stegall at the White House; Vlllian Velsh, AdnlnlstrUt ive 
Assistant to the Vice Presidents Secretaries of CoeBoereet Lahore 
Agrieulturet Defense; Secret Service; Attorocy Generd; Deputy 
Attorn^ General; Assistant Attorneys Oeneral Pollak* Teagl^^ 
Vinson; Inter oDlvlsion Xnforaatioo Qnlt; General Services 
Administration; Onited States Inforaatioii Agen^^ Departaents 
of the Arry, Havy, and Air Peree* \J 



Cmi 



c 



REASOM FUfi LXTESSiOi ^ 1 - Mr. Bishop 

FCIM, H, 1-2.4.2.-..-- 1 - C, Moore 

OATE OF HEVIEVW FOR ^ 2 .tf-P- 

OEClASSIFICATIOl....n..-.w^^-^.- _ Apttl 12, 1968 

to© /-o I - Mr. D. M. WelU 

C0P1M0KIST INFILTRATIOH 
' SOUIBOUI CHRISTIAN LEAOBiSBIP OORFiSEMCS 

^. 

The follovlng Information has been stipplled tj 
eonfldentlal sources of this Bureau vho have furnished 
reliable Information in the past* Recently^ Stanley Levlson« 
principal advlsMr to the late Martin Luther King, Jr*« 
President^ Southern Christian Leaderiihlp Conference* was 
In conference vlth a close associate concerning the futura 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference* It vas 
a^eed that no one could take the place of King but that 
King had nore <ur less named Ralph Abo-nathy* Vice Fresldent 
and Treasurer of the Southern Christian leadership Conference, M 
as his heir. Levlson added that he w>uld like to see the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference's current E^cutlve 
Vice President* Andrew Toung* take King's place* 



At this aeetlng it vas also learned that the \\ 
Field Foundation had contacted the Soathern Christian \ 
Leadership Conferoiee end advised that th^ vere granting 
this civil rights organisation ^^proximately $300*000* 
Levlson added It vould take a sililon dollars to kee$> the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference going* The Field 
Foundation vas established in 1940 by Mardiall Field* the g 
retail tycoon of Chicago* Illlnois*^One of its obJeetlTaa 
is to promote interracial harmony*;^ 

mOX OOFXSS TO MRS. MILORED 8TBGAIX AX THE miTE BOUSE; MR. VULUB 
mSH; iBCRETARIES OF CCMORCS* LABOR* AGRICULTURE* DEFOISS: § 
SBCHSr SERVICE; AC; DAG; AAGS P(SXAK, TSAGLST* AHD VXNSQRt & 
XKTEK -DIVISION INFO UNIT; GB7EKAL SERVICES AEKINISTRATION; 
OKITSD STATES XNTORMATKMI AGOfCI; ARM7; KAVT; 6 AIR FORCE* 
lMVSekir-(28) ^ 

- 100-106670'TMartln Luther King, Jr.) SEE MOTS FAGS TWO 

1 - U^'-eA^B (Poor People's CanpaigiO 
1 • 10O«438794 (SCLC) 





downgr a ding and 
d oclagclft aa ti o n 




SOOIHicSQ* aiRISTIAK LEATISSIItP OONFSKQtCfi 



t«ter thes« two tflseossed the *9o<ir F«oplc*s 
C«!flS>*l£ti" scheduled for April, 196$, In Vasbliq(t«n, D. 
ifhldi l^li^ vaa to load in on offort to ^ooouro Congrosa 
into f otsiog loglftlotlon fanroroMo to ttio HosTO* Ur^oon 
eoonentod that it is onlikolj that thia caa^aign will 
transpiro» oapoelall/ in vicv of the riotiag*^^ 




Claaaif iod **Sccrot** in Tiov of the fact aooreo la 
hlghlj placed aowreo in the racial field and hla ontiaolx 
diaelosure «i^t effect the internal aeetritx of the 
United stetoe, l) 

See n e w e r andun C* C. Moore to V, C, Still ivan,^tod 
4Al/68» optioned es eboTe« prepared tj SMVtafcv* (J 
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Albuquerque, New Mexic o 
Deari 





Tolson „ 
D«Lo«ch 



Bishop , 
Casper _ 
Col J ah on 
Con rod _ 

Felt 

CoJ? 

Rosen 
SuUivon , 

ToveJ 

Trotter ^ 
Tele. Room 
Hoime» 
Gondy , 



April 15, 1968 

Your letter of April 9tfa has been received, J aA( 

and It was certainly ttioughtful of you to write and comment ' • 

as you did. It is always a source of encouragement to 
receive communications such as yours, and you may be 
sure my associates appreciate, as I do, your most generous 
remarks and kind sentiments. 

Sincerely yours, ALL l/irGRi f] ; . CC: .:1 AIMED 

Xi^ Hoover DATEa?WdL,BYS£ii^ 

NOTE: Buflles reflect an outgoing letter dated 4/6/62 thanking ^^7/ 
correspondent for his kind comments and offer to be of assistance 
He was furnished literature consisting of "The Story of tlie FBI " 
••Know Your FBI/' ''Facts About a Career inlKe,FBr.''^||/l7/61 
Internal Security Statementfe^|f |ctjr. ''^ ^ ^ 

HCS:cs(3) ^ 9 I III 12 

OOtewl-YPE UNIT CZ3 



APR 1 5 1968 

COMM-FBJ 




i 'r* J • "I'd 3- r '-?r c \'£ ^ 



Mi^s Gandy. 



/ 



"i nt o T^r LAS-T FF ' D/YS \ MAVE HEEI.' \ATC'-rNG THE P/, AfiO W^'AT I HAVE SEEN 
S'CKE^T AV'C 5A:rJE S ME "YOND OE SC R P PT I OL' , TrE NE'.SCAr.TS MAC I, G^HtT DE;.L 

CP 

OF COVC^AGf: COMCE.-MVG -^-^E ^V ^T\^\ LuTHER KiNG INCIDENT. IwerTWEEN' COVETAGE OF 
THE ASC/.SINATIGN A'D THE VAR IN ViET NauI I SEE VERV LITTLE ELSE V; I TW TIE E/- 
rSPT i^-W or Ri^CE RI :TING 0« the home FROKT^ '"hILE watch I' G one of TU^ge F90- 
S ;.T T E M^'j-r oF FRfE'.rS T^E CrE'^TICNJ VfS tiPQM(^:T Up f,SV',tKr. V>t; ^ THF 
D-fC- ThFCE -^A vS. |t srrvS THAT EVERVOrrE (S E SUPJEC" CF CRI-^ICIS-; I 
MF'-E PO^-Lro Tr-E .^ AVD YOL^ ORGAMZATION CUSf/E |f F^-JR ITS SHARE ON THAT 
P; ''T J C 'VFMr^G. tl | 5 CPI^ICrSM Ai-GEPrO ME IT ALSO ST|r,LATEO SCVE 

: a:'- T-r* K I f*G. >^UR I KG T*rs fERfOO OF TH'^'tGHT **4*^ IT OCCURE TC tT TiUT T E 

ft -^•'^ 

-Li! l^Er CD T- t OFTr^: ''RrTICIZC UNJUSTIE* and PRAf^^EO Vl-RY SELC^r/ OF LATE. hL« 3^ 

T E V- r»LE -OO'E OF ' IS LETTER, I SUPPC^E^tS Slf.< LV TO OFFER A LITTLE * ' • 

E - r?T A O PCAI!?E FOR A JCB L ? OrNE. ^^Lm \ 

T;F LAST T^'FLVE RS HAVE ^,IVE^ 'tE THE OPPQRTUMTY TO K'EET ANC COi'E TC ^ 

<^C ' SEVEc^AL OF TrE AGENTS. flAVES Tf tT COME TO Vr D iLCE Vl'EY '^AWF-. Jor ^ 
JAC S*^*. . A^:3 * T Ti^C/^^SCN OF THE JC^LIN OFFICE, TiCCTT EPrlB CF THE DfiNVEF mj£j ^^^^ ^ 
CFFITE. AK:. TVT- FIWE fiGETCTS CvT OF THE FuEELO, COLC-AOO OFriCEfTHEtR NAf ES l6 /IP^^^ 
AT ^r^^E llO.'.XrJT I CArW REC'LL;. T.,ERE ARE OTHERS OF T^E YaKIWA AwO SEATTLE, ^ ■ ^ 



o 



ASHIFJGTON OFFICES THAT » rnCAT'E AQUAINTEP ".VITH* I HAVE TH HCf.'ESTlY SAY, THAT 

THE CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT " 



ALBUQUERQUE. NEW MEXICO 



TO Th'E ^Ar, T-'^T T'X^ VVf ' E A Fl^t Of B :'.'C^ OF M^N, AS Yf'.' W^fJLO rVER V/ANT 
T :> K' CR \ *"ITr, ThE^' did THE'E PE*iT TO . PHOLO T. T TRA01 TICK'S A^ID 

Pf; |SF T< T? OF ni BF/iL- rry^ or AND DFF D'JTY, ?0l. rCF, -^FriC^RS Tl^EY 

r-JE CE-'Z-ri' fTi-OU"!' ^EFR, ANT ! K.r Tf- I S T*^ E TPt 'E , ^ E C ' ' E I VA S A A 
r^-\Ct^ "OR C^'I*' ELEVEN rVTELF, t Sr^EAX F RCr< EXPEFIEMCE V.HEf I SAY 

Th'T T-r ' .VE-F "EN T^AT YCl CCULD STAKE YC o LIFE U-OK# 

I A^■ ALSO ASSURED TH'T v;h; T EVtR THE TAS;< T^ AT THE Cu^E**U V I LL AL AN'S 
^Ef-G DC'"" ITS VERY BEST* "cCCnDrNC TO '-Y K^'T •LE'^GE CF TME TuREAU 1 TS ' 
9 EST IS UITE A B:T. I H^PE THAT IN TI'E F;:TpJRE THE BUFEALi ILL HOLD FAST 
TC THE "FJCirifS THAT YOU HAVE GEEfJ I STR E r ' TA L I N SETTf^G 3EFCRE IT, 

"^HC Cf.'LY P-MER J^"^ T::AT I v;'rLD H^^'=: tESOES TH/T t^F THE MIf'ISTRY IS 
T^AT TF Ar; FBI -SE*-^, IF IT \;E»^E POSSIBLE I WCULD GIVE ALMOST AT.'YTs'lMG 

TC "E A rEf.««^rr cf your crga-i p zat i ♦ f s ppoge this catj mever pe since 

rt^LCATtrv IS T^^AT r-F A ••IMISTFR irjSTEAO n- A LAV/YEP, PUT 1 STILL 

t^j:;k rT is a GroD tho "ht. 

I a;;t Yd to k^sO-v "^h:t the Ft I is kelo \u my HiOr.EST esteev., and I 

rEt'E"''ER YOU Ar:0 v-^R rORK CONS'Af'TLY IN MY PRAYKRSr GOD BlESS YoU. 
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UCD--1 • Li'lC- ^SS^FIlD > April 19, U68 

Honorable Howard W« Rdblsgo 
House of Hepreseatatlvea 
Wa8hia£:toa» O. C. 20515 

My dear Congressman: 

Your commanicatioa of April 17th» vUfa enclosure, 
has be^ received. 

In respcmse to H^^H^^^H^HH^inqoSiy 

as to whether or not fcfartin Lathe'rting. was associated vlth 
nn-Amcrlcan groups, information of tUls nature, vhether sob- 
stanttated or not, cannot be released because of a Department 
of Justice order regarding all matters of a confidential matter. 
I am sorry I cannot be of assistaace to you in this instance. 

Tour enclosure is being returned at ravMSted. 

Slneerety yours» 

J. Edgar Boov«^ 



^ MAiLEOZ 

9 196b 

pOMM-FBt 



Tolson 
DeLooch . 
Mohr 




Enltlbsnre 

NOTE: Buflles reflect prior cordial correspondence with 
Congressman Robison. Our files show no record id^tifiable 



Candy ^ j^ILjiOM^^ i'LETYPE UNIT CZl 
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Congrrtt of tde VntteH l^taM 
l^ouie o( ftepreftiitaUlief 

April 17> 1968 

Congressional Liaison 
FBI 

Sir: 

The attached comnunlcation 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and fonrard me 
the necessary information for re- ^1 
ply, returning the enclosed corre- 
spondence with your answer. 
Yours truly. 



<^ /do 



I 






Endlcotv', N.Y. 
April 9, 1968 



The Honorably (Howard Robinson 

United States House Of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 



Dear Sin 

Recently an article appeared In the Blnghamton Press, by the 
columnists Scott& Allen. It stated that the P.B.I* had a folder, 
on the late Mr. Luther King. It also stated that the administration 

WAR lal htll nO' ort 14-.. nnH wrtiilHn*^ vsnvnml ^ K^%m « ^ 

It Infered that M^. King was unamerlcan. 

The death of a human Is always an unhappy occasion, and even nore 
so when It Is taken by cold blooded murder. 

However, I must have clarification as to Mr. Kings true character. 
I would appreciate your answers to the following: 
I. Does the P. 6. 1. v«»»..> ^nf nrmniilnin<iitliaifc i^fcahaidTiin latin T1] j King 
with unamerlcan groups? 

« 



Information? 



Very truly yours 





I ) 

10 f\rj 



lA&M-m omcc Of 



^ • ■^>. . sard D'stnci, ?. • • ^f** 




-I April 23» 1966 

b I Vb/ Las Cruces, New Mexico 88001^^^^/ 



Dear 





Your letter of April 16th has been received. 



^ In response to your Inquiry, at a press conference 

/n^a November IS, 1964, I made the statement that Martin Luttie r 



^-'^S^ was the most notorious liar in the country. I did ao because 
he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
r. hahdling civil rights investigations in the South. 

Sincerely yours, *ij.tS?c^?J-- • r^'^-^^ 

^' Edgar Bom 



- MAULED 12 

APR 2 3 1968 



COMM-FBI 



NOTE : Buflles reflect prior cordial correspondence wi 
last outgoing 2-23-68 with respect to his inquiry concer 
Wells, the editor and publisher of "T he World Newsletter* 

►He was advised of the o 
nature 6t our tiles. Bill Beckham is not identifiable in our files. 




Toison . 
DcLoach 
Mohr 
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LAS CRUCES« NEW MEXICO 88O01 



April 16, 1968 




'M^ Mohr._^ 

/^|rt Casper _.. 
Mr. Callahan 
Jll-. Conrad . 
^f. Felt.. 
Mr. Gale 

-2^,1 

* I'ir' 

^om 

M.6S Holmes.. . 
Mia« Gandy 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D*C« 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 



INFORMATION CON iH 



A lot of irresponsible comnents are being made these days and 
attributed to important persons. 1 should like to hear from you 
as soon as possible concerning the following statement which was 
attributed to you. The main thing I am concerned with is the 
thing you actually said; 

"the fact that this was the same Martin Luther King, who J. Edgar 
Hoover--one of Americans greatest patriot s«-*once publically called 
'a notorious liar' 



This Is by the editor, BilJ 
April 11, 1968 • 




/ 



Seckh 



ink Bulletin , Wink, Texas; 
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EX-105 
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APR I9slS68 




COPY MADE FOR MR. TOLSON 




AprU23, 1968 




jong Beac&,^ailfornU 9081Q 

Dear; 



Tour letter of April 17th has been received and I 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
me your comments on the matters you mentioned. 

You may be sure that the investigation of the slay> 
ing of Martin Luther King is being conducted in a most thorough 
and expeditious manner. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovi^ 

/.!Ll?iFOR!.'.ATij:iCC;iTAlNED 
crmit® HEREIli IS UNCLASSIFIED 



IMMLEQ22 

APR 2 3 1968 

OOMM-FBI 



»itjjf^;-..V^Tris> DATE. 

piBSiKlSSv^ t B I 



' '^OTE: Bufiles contain no record^ ^de^l{^i^;ije ^^th correspondent 

it , 
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Or 



April 17| 1968 



Mr. J. Edgtr Hoover 
Pres. of the F.B.I. Dept. U.S.A. 

Dear Sir and coworkers: 

I take this tim^r^t to write you concerning the 
death of Dr. Ma rtin xVlv ing. I am e negro v.omen, with 
a Christian lieart for alFpeople, in the world. One's 
s!cin does not answer for one^s heart. We are people of 
one blood which is that of Jesus Christ. That is v.hy 
God said all men are cretted free and equal. 

Now Dr. King is gone, and he left by the bullet of 
a man that is l meniac^ and a brute. In my opinion^ he 
v;as called to IJe.Tphis, to Icill Dr. King. tiSr. Hoover, the 
w'riole world is matching that fct. I will say if that 
had been a negro, out stealing, v.ell, and hearty lives^ 
cr people, you v.oul have given your men orders to fifitSJ 
Lim defd or alive. You know Mr. Hoover, not any pers^m 
in this world ever comniitted a crime and got away wili^ 
it • ** 

I Nov; you talk cf cominunism in other countries. It 

I is right here in the United States. I do hope and plray 
I that tiiis natior. v;ill not become a divided nation, ^ou 
need us and we neea you. liVe should be able to livens 
brothers and sisters on Gods earth, because hatred, 
malrcy, and jealousy, is not pleasing in the sight of 

I God, and this is vihat exists in America. Now Mr. Hoover / 
everybody knows the man that killed Dr. Martin L. King 
is not hidden. No one has ever gotten .lost in the 
United States. The Negro made AmericaV^iefaa yet he Hps 
no place to lay his head. Our boys,^*:f i^tjing In Vietnam 
anc here at home they c. nnot live pS brothers in love 
and iiarmony without being bothered -and hviniliated. ISr. 

(Hoover, the man that killed Pres. KennedS^, iS'-in my opln- 
:^on, the same man thct killed Dr. King* This is in the 
tolnds of all well thin>.ing respectable human beings. ^ 





i 



Negro and C£ucrslans» All evidence In both ctses prove 
the same. The man that pullej the trigger at Dr. King 
went throug:. the same procedure to cor-mit the crime of 
Pres. Kennedy. So ^e cannot be foolec it this inhuman 
act of inju. tic.: • 

Nov. I.ir. Hoover, this "an should not be allov.ed to 

be in society. The ?Jer.ros have never had no one to tell 
his troubles, or has had since this country has been a 
nation, to give him justice* This same man v,ill kill you 
if he is eEcour£.gec to do so. A person of that sort 
you kno\, he should not be allowed to be in society. But 
he must be encouraged to do thls» I vant to point this 
out to you. Also s question, do you ever make a check of 
finger prints? If not it is vise to do so. beacuse papers 
keep civlng different stories eb /Ut this killing. Now 
I.Ir. Hoover the Negro h? ve never had anyone to protect him 
in a land that he built. The vihole world is looking and 
watching you and your men, out in the field, and you in 
your office, there in T/asnir ;ton. Greatest God is watch- 
ing you. I hate to see are hear of so much rioting, and 
burning which is put on the Negro, but I want you to 
remember that the white roan is deeper in the riots, and 
so forth than the negro because the Negro has hardly 
nothing to do with It . ^ ^tu^ ^j,^ I mean to set fires 

V i. •! V. ^ n ^ + and Start riots. 

You say 'Uvhite" man, but God did not maiwc^ ^^ij^uuc 

this world white, but he aid mc^ke some black people, and 
I'm one of the ones he made black. ISr. Hoover you can 
remember th^ V.atts riot in July 1965* V.ell I told ISr; 
Sherriff Parker that was going to happen two years be= 
fore it happened, and it did happen, so I will tell you 
before t.is nation is going to become divided if some 
action is net taken in this Cfse. A man of this sort 
should be captured and not be allov;ed to go loose in 
society. 

You m.ay publish this letter if you please, but don't 
[forget this is a great nation and If one speaks out he Is 
murdered because of the truth. The F*E.I. can't find the 
Ikiller, so they say. 



Yours in Christ ] 





} 



L/1 



1^--- AprU22, 1968 
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imath Falls, Oregon 97601 
i>''C9 Deari 



Your letter of April 16th, with enclosure, has 
been received and I vant to thank you for your kind comments 
concerning my bo(^ "A Study of Communism." 

I regret that I cannot respond in the manner you 
desire regarding the book you mentioned since It is contrary to 
my long-standing policy to comment on publications not prepared 
by personnel of this Bureau. You may also wish to know that 
information in our files must be maintained as confidential pur- 
suant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 



(MAILED U 

APR 2 2 1968 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



ALLIKFORMATlOHCOilTWNED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



NOTE: Bufiles reflect a communication from the "Trade Permission" of 



\Holt Rin ehart and Winston, Ibc. , inquiring as to whether or not 
btained permission to quote Mr,.. Hoover bookl< 
The material concerhed-9frta^ statistics imthe Director's 




Tol»on 

DeLooch . 

Mohr 

Bishop „ 

Cosp*r 

CoJJahon . 

Con tad 

Felt 

Cal« 



book concerning communism • Subaeqvei^ji^information received Indicated 
this information was not included 
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KLAMATH FALLS, OREGON 
April 16, 1968 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C« 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I 




si" 




^.11 

'avel 

Mr. Ti'.ttiM 

T«le. Room 

Mias H. inivs .— 
Misfi Gdndy 



/ 



The enclosed letter was printed In our local paper yesterday. It's 
appearance encouraged me to write you, for I wish to* find out somethings 

First let me say that I've long been an admirer of yours, for the 
stand you've taken against crime and corruption In this country* Because 

I'm a member of the Bible Baptist Church here In Klamath Falls, I have 
been especially Interested In your comments about the value of the 
Sunday School* 

I I'm writing your opinion of a book a friend gave me entitled: 

THE/ MARTIN LUTHER ^TOHY, by Dr. James Bales, Perhaps you've heard 

of Wr&-^»tTirr" 1 paid no attention to the book until King's assaslnatlon, 
then started to read It, The Information he reveals Is far different 
than what our newspapers and magazines have said about this man. I had 
heard he was either a communist or else associated with communists- Bales 
wrote his book from second hand Information, quoting many other writers, 
including you. The average person doesn't have access to the source 
material the author quotes from, or doesn't have the time to look into 
the.matter, or the opportunity to investigate personally this man's life, 
jif l^rxdeed what he says is true about King, then we either have a oontrollc 
I press, or else there are a lot of Ignorant people in this country. 

It occured to me someone in a position such as yours should make 
known the facts about this person, someone whom the public looks up to 
and respects* It is possible the F.B.I, is not allowed to reveal certain 
facts from their files. 

I'm not colored, nor do I hold anything against the colored people. 
I do believe that everyone, whether black or white, should know the / 
facts "about this man, and are entitled to* ^ 

By the way, I enjoyed reading your book, A STUDY, OF C OMMUNISM, 
which I read last year* 




Sincerely yours, 





^ AprU2S, 1968 




Dearfll 



New York 11362 



ALL I- -for:: Mr .. CC'cTAINEO 
HEREi::i:'jr:C.'*3SIFI£D 
OATE^jf 1_ B Y5A q 



Thank you for the very favorable comments and 
kind sentiments in your letter of April IStb concerning my admin- 
istration of this Bureau. 



In response to your inquiry » although I would like 
to be of assistance, information contained in our files must be 
maintained as confidential in accordance with regulations <d &e 
Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to furnish the data 
you are seeking. 



APR231968 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Boover 



4. 



NOTE: Bufiles indicate prior limited correspondence, last outgoing 
8-16-66 in response to her request for information concemli^; an 



Tolaon 

D«Looch . 



Individual. She was advised at that time of the confidential natur^^of 
Vui: files; however, it is felt appropriate ^^i:;^^tate this policy to her.' 
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Con ah On 
Con 
Felt 
Gole 
Roaen 

SuJJlVQT — 

Tovel 

Trotter 

Holmes 

Gctndy — 



lahori ■ 
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( — J teletypeVi 
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tin lu tM K^Kl/sjG 



(l/tn^ €fJr 7^#»t^^ "^UA^ y?^^<JU 





Ml. :son 
Mr. v.x,oach. „ 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Bishop 

Mr. C«sper 

Mr. Cjt!lahan 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. GUe 

Mr. Pusen 



Mr. Su::ivan 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Ti..:ter.^l_ 

T«Je Ruom 

]^Ii*s HoIuKs 

Mitt Gandy 





ALL INFORM^N CONTAIN::, 
HEREIN IS U^SS!FIED 
DATEa^jfeEYg /^fti/it. 
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31 APRldBBB 





^ugiaston, 
AprU 15, 1968 



11362 



Mr, <^i?pnr- 

Mr. Caliar.an 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. »lt . 
Mf . .Gale 
Mr/ ' 




Mr. Trutter. ™.. 

Tele. Room 

Mifcs H^rJiiics 

Miss Gandy 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



You once had some unpleasant things to say about 
Martin Luther King, which I agreed with then and still do. 

The recent displays for him were over done but in 
some quarters maybe had to be so to avoid worse trouble. 

I you can, at this time, give me any information that 
will offset the liberal - left view, I would greatly appreciate 

Thank you and keep up your good work. I think you 
are the greatest man in our government today. God b^ 
withyoul 

Yours truly, 




COPYinm 



( 



m-%0 ' /iji^b 'y^ 



X 





AprU 18, l»a8 



Ohio 44060 



Dear 




Your letter ot April 9th, with enclosure Indicating the 
concurrence of your friends in your communication, has been received, 
and I want to thank you for the kind sentiments and generous comments 
concerning my administration of the FBI. 

While I certainly appreciate the concern which prompted 
you to write, Lhave never made any statements to the effect that 
Martin Luther King was a communist. Information d this nature, 
whetber substantiated or not, could not be released under provisions 
of an order issued by the Department of Justice pertaining to all mat- 
ters of a confidential nature. 

I want to assure you that we in the FBI will continue to 
discharge our responsibilities in the internal security field with the same 
high degree of thoroughness and dispatch which have characterised our 
investigatioos In the past. 




MMLEQZ 

APR 1 8 1968 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

t e I 

blellr] 



Ay 




NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable llrBufiles. The $2 name» 
appearing the enclosure were not checked through Buijpau.bidices VvM 
for imrpoie'df'1ihS#et'ing this letter. ^ 

WMG:kc^^ *t3) 

t'Cy^ — ■ 

"ySl^ ROOM Q rfCETYPE UNIT □ 
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^ntor, Ohio HHi 
'..^Til 9, 1968 



— — , ^ — J 

Tederal Bureau of Investigation 
VJcichinston I C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

This is a letter I h^ve been intending to write for a long ti 

events of the past week make it imperative • First, may I thf - ^ 

v;ith deepest sincerity, for your integrity, service and the excexxt 

u^p_ vnu makn nf vnuT 1";alpnt'<^- Mv Tf>*^rif*rt ^nr! flHrri r^a -ti nn for* wnu ;^nH 
J — ^- ^ — , . — — — ^ J—— — — 

the job you have done is unparalleled for any other government official. 
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\\y concern is for our vjonderful country, WHAT is happening to our 
government? Declaring V7e are to have our flags at half-mast until 
after Dr, King's funeral, and that the nation is to be in mourning! 
That will be the day when I put the American flag at half-mast for a 
knovm Communist!! It had always been my impression that this was an 
honor reserved for presidents, vice presidents, former presidents and 
national heros. Dr- King's murder was terrible and against all the -- 
principles of our nation; but to make anyone a hero and martyr who , 
caused that much trouble and strife wherever he went, seems definitely/ \ 
out of line .... our government must be running scared. Granted, he n U 
won the Nobel Peace Prize, and respect is due for that, but time chan^^. 
everything, and it certainly changed him. 1/ 

I am a firm believer in Equal Rights - Within the Law. People seem tp 
ijhave forgotten that you called King a communist and if he wasn't an 
II out and out communist, he certainly acted deep pink! Now all these 
riots, burning and looting - these people should be dealt with quickly 
and severely — no matter what color. It is no one's privilege to acf^ 
outside the law and destroy in minutes what others have worked a life- , ^ 
time to build. Freedom is dear to us and must not be sacrificed on the 
altar of the selfish few who refuse to honor and live up to its 
responsibilities. ^ 

It seems that our whole government must be lined with either red or 1 
yellow - and either way that is BAD. Why is everyone so afraid? If / y 
t hi Jav7le ssne5S_^s allowed to continue , bloodshed , grief, and loss 
will be rampant. Normally responsible, lawabiding people will feel I 
forced to take the law in their own hands, and make judgements - this \ 
will be worse! ' 



My husband owns a small lumber business and I am a secretary. We are 
average Americans, in our fiftieg^ jjnd have six married children - one 
son in Viet M... ttB-J, lOO^ /L (^(^yt ^ "S' i 

ng our officials* reasoning back 



toward getti: 

of Rig^?%TO 

>urvivW^ 



d upholding the law. It's the 



PLEASE use your influence toward 
to our Constitution, Bill 
only way our country can si 



(iwciiOfamw 




cc: nep. wm. j. :3xanxon ir -^^\ 




/ ^ ^ 
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DeLooch 
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&i«hop ^ 

Co«per 

CaJlaban , . 

Conrad 

Gal I / f ^ 
Bo.<— ^ w ^ 

Tove 




"and; 




"I;: IU»^ ^'^S'i tL> . , 



St. Louis, Misso uri 
Dear 




Your letter of AprU 12tb has been received. 

In response to your Inquiry as to whether or not 

Martin Luther King vas a communist, InformsUlon of this nature, 
whether substantiated ox not, cannot be released because of a 
Department of Jusdce order regarding all matters of a confiden- 
tial nature. 



MAU£DZ 

APK i 8 1968 

COMM-TO 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Eoo^ 



112. IWTOFJ'ATTMT r'>fTAIF3> 

ETC": n-Sao;ifii . 



NOTE: BufUe^^contain no record identifiable with correspondent 
CS;mlb (3) 



ICS;mlb (3) ^ 



A 



^oomCZ] teletype unit d] 




April 12, 1968 



Miss Holmes 

Uin G«ndy 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

One of our parishioners has stated that 
your office could attest thaOaJliaJjuthac 
Klnj^^ Jr. is a conmtmlst. I cannot con- 
ijeivG of this being even remotely true, 
I imagine the person has secured his in- 
formation from a right-wing reactionary 
group which is so sure of itself that it 

believes your office can certify the fact. . ^ 

\ ■ j 

1 am writing for word from you which ^''^ 
either supports or contradicts the charge. 



10-7(9 



Mr* J. l?dgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 9 D. C« 




'.^■/A— 'O APR 88 



ALL i;!F0r,;.",AT10N CONTftlHED. 



Yours 

tellent of/th^ shooter^ 
A Koon out of hunting 



ag Law n Hoover, do nt wast to oiu 
r.ill P* ^ly be fined flO. for Shoo 
Date, Siti^ above all you need not ser. . any of your real Law-.Van 

V 



to the souVn thay mlKht 

v."*! A T I S 1 1\\ I LUT H 




&&&&&& tblDiself 

KG, 



Dr- King, the mozl ic^mous Aoorlcan la:v'breakeri cdvelooed a curious 
attitude tcv.circi the lav/. "An unjust law is ttc lav; at all/'* he repcz^^cd 
over arid ove:- erain- He cl^lT.cd the prlvllcic of being ^ Jud£e In his 
Dv.ri c£iu3e. irncn his vlev.ij r.ere upheld by the courts it vas the duty of 
ail A::;cricc.:i5.' to obey theui/ But v^hen Juoces shored ther.selves to els- 
er,reo rlth riil::! it v.as the duty of all Ar:ericans to exercise citiss els- 
obedience. Gnce he even art^ued that more convicted Necro rapists shoul^ 
£0 free, bcc|u£;e ui^ny alleged nnltc rapisls were ^cqultted* ^ 

. . ' In 1961 the Tax auditor of Alabar.a pointed out th^^-t Dr. Kln£ ll'sted 
ills 1556 incorre as ^9A50, v/hereas, he had cade bank deposits in his 

na:.:e that year of Jl6, 182-^2, T/hen confronted Kith the evidence, Or* 
Kln£ cheerfully paid the additional §318 •Bl in assessed taxes. 



Mr. Br.J^> 
Mn Ca4*r - 
Mr. Caliahan 
Mn Conrad 

Mf. Fell 

'Mr. Gahe V 

Mr. ^«ve^ 
Mr. Trotter.. 

Tel€. Room 

Miss Hglmes 

Miu Gandy . . 



In ISoO pr. Kin£s hired Hunter Pitts O'Dell as his secretary. O'Del iv 
had been cited as a cornmunlst as late as 1958. At one tlT.c, state antl- ^P^ J'- 



•J 



£4 



'£ut>Yc::^;lvc ^£ents--lir 'Mev;- 0rlean3 found h-is- roo^s- f-ull >of ^tne plans, t^^Lcs 
and specifications to Coamunize the whole south- It is t.ell kno\^n that 
Dr. Kln£ and others have been very active in the c^^jr.pai^n to abolish the 
House conr.lttee on Un-AnJerican actlvltles^^ The C0a;.T/lttee*3 tt.o-voluce 
.study, "Structures and Organization of the Communist Party of the United 
. st'^itesj" on pare 576 in the list of those elected to the National Cc-wlttee 
, of the Cooimunist Party In the U.S.A.* as known to HCUA In Novcciber ISol^t^ 
T.as none other than Hunter Pitts O'Dell. ■ 

The Chairman of the cited COtHtnunlst front, The National Ccnnilttee 

to Abolish KUAC(vhatever KUAC is), is Dr. Kings friend fro-i Highlander ' 
days, Aubrey Vi'llliacus, of the Southern Conference Education Fund. 

As Dr, Kings ^s prominence In the American llegro movement rose, so 
did his prominence In the American Co?nr.lttee for Africa. This COGnjlttec" 
Dr. Kin,£s'Co:nmittee''-sponsorcd .?.nd financed the American tour of Koldcn 
Roberto, the Angolan ^exile v;ho lived his whole life In the Congo. Cn 
the morning of y.arch I5, 1961, Roberto roared Into Angola putting whites 
and natives alike to the stake and the buzz saw. Ke cheerfully explained 
to Le i^ondc that he chose terror as a weapon. For terror ls^^,yfen ©ore 
impressive than non-violence. . 



J" 





-Cn^ October- l962-JPr>.J{ing? turned A:n In a Harle3i_hotel suite with 

Ben Bella, the ccTQunlst bank bandit isho also uses terror a's'a'^T.eapon.* — 

The Algerian terrorists KOn the admiration of their people by chopping 
off the noses of a dozen reluctant citizens a day. Dr. King hesitated not, 
to stick his nose into the great Socialist Revolution; and he and Ben Bella . 
Issued a statement that the two injustices of colonialism and Atn^ricaiv ^ jj\ 
ses.'-ecatlon «ere ninked." ^^^3 1(^0-^ ^^^^^"^ ^ 

.cn of the- ' ■ 

- - - , , ^ vas an . ' . . 

^.^ expc-ri^nc^id sex pervert. In 1936 he rss a cieabcr of the Young Cocr^unlst 



V -J^^T*^ V.v. Bayard Hustln was Dr. Kings's Secretary upon foi^catl 
iii'^ SouVr.ern Cnrlstlan LeaderchlP Conference. At ?.'r. Rustin r; 



CD 



league. He later quit the Youn^ CoaT-unist League, End quit t'r.c eciftctlve 



_ service lav-. . He also quit the non-violent worlt that the conscientious 
, J ^ I ^f^63f^t<^ gftCiF«W!l<4 #5 their fluty, innt-id h<! orjrv^il tv-^-nty-'; U-h», 

• Party to bo a non-Cosiinunlo t UcparLlal observer at the Februafy 1957 C^USA 



Klrsc. A. Phlll? Randolph and others he «at4 



convention- B'^y^^ird Rustln Noiriinally left SCLC In I960, but Ehov>::d up 
araln to Ifsad the L-arch on Vi'ashington, after which In addresslno a £rcu? 
Ir^cludlr.^^ ;jor;%nn Thor^.s, pr 
"The A(r.ericr;n Ne£;ro duo I 



4ll 
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sr. • 
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-The abovo Plctore wao made by an ei^ployee of the State of Georgia 
at the gighlander Folk School in Mo teegle, Tennessee during the Labor 
Day Week-end of 1957* The Photogr«^pher was sent to the hlghlander Folk 
School by the Georgia Commission .on Educatlon.The Highlander Folk School 
was abolished by an act of the Legislature of the State of Tennessee at 
a later date because it was charged with being a subversive organization. 

These numbered In the picture are; 

1. 1/artln Luther Klng^JR^* of the monlgemery boycoutt and the Birmingham 
riots. 

I 

2. Abner W« &rry of the Central Committee of the Communist Party* 

3# Aubrey Williams, President of the Southern Conference Education fund tnc,t 
The Transmission Belt In the South for the Communist Party* 

4# Kyles Ttorton, Wi^ctor of Highlander Folk School for Oommtuilst Training, 
Kontceglei Tennessee* 

The "Four Horsemen" of racial egltatlon have brought tension, dlstubance 
Strife, and vlolance In their advancement of the Communist doctrine of 
"raclaljnatloncllBni." , / . • 

1/ /- ' y / ' 

IRRIS TRUTH COKCMITTEE 
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been received. 



Your letter of April IGth, with enclosure, las 




I appreciate the Interest which in-ompted you to 
write and furnish me your comments on the matters you mentioned. 

Sincerely yours, 

X Edgar Hoovrf 'f- L T :'JK:. AllON CCHTAINED 
HEREIiilSUiiCLASSIFIED 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. ' ' 
HCS^Id^O) 



Tolioii . 
DeLoodi . 



Uohr. 



■ f Bishop 

* ' ' Co«p«r «. 

' CaJJohon . 

w::rr-> coorod_ 
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TRUE COPY 



The Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. Director, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Little Rock, Ark 
4-16-68 C t'' 

h:.^: ;; o.;^vCL.^ss-''•: 



I trust that you viewed the Martin Luther King' ^ funeral throu^ its 
entirety, ^ I did„ I sensed a feeling that he delibertly walked out 
in face of the assassin to die as a Martyr for fhe Communist cause, 
in viewing the many incidents I believe He made all the arrangements and 
preached his own funeral. The fact that the news media announced that 6 
communist countries mourned his death was evident tliat he was a 
communist. I believe he felt to die as a "so called" Martyr that the /)f 
communistic Civil Rights housing Bill would pass, plus ' 
the donations for a big memorial to be erected in his honor plus donations 
for his children's scholarships and etc. I wonder how much insurance he 
left to his communistic cause. The Plot was so well arranged that I 
doubt the assassin ever being cau^t. I believe to search all his files 
plus Abemathy and other "so called" top aids would reveal the truth that 
our country needs to knoRT. Even some Catholic's are praying to him '•- -^ 
as St. Martin Luther King. I wonder what America Is "hesided foi>?^^ O^^^ 

/aa- /o&el/S- — 

^ Sincerely, \ ^ APR 
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Suspect in King ^ 
Killing Vanishes 



BIRMINGHAM, AU. (AP) ^ 
Deadend dues to a man who 
vanished without a trace appar- 
ently confronted FBI agents to- 
day in their investigation of the 
sniper slaying ol Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr. 
False leada multiplied in the 



claimed he held Louisiana driv 
er'j license six years ago, but 
no record was found in the files 
Here are mysteries within 
the mystery: Gait left the Bir 
mingbam boarding house last 
Oct 7, saying he had a ship job 
in Mobile, Ala. but in Decern 



bunt for £Hc SUrvo Gait, a|^> ^« turned in the keys to hU 
mysterious quiet^talking manH^^^^X deposit box at the Bir- 
whose last known address was & nungham Trust National Bank. 
Birmingham rooming house. In addition, a dupUcate <Ht 



His former landlord said Mon 
day he had identified drawings 
shown by FBI agoits as reiem< 
bling Eric Gait 

It's him/' said Peter 
Clierpes. 72, who runs a two-sto- 
ry Soutbside boarding houac 



where m Erie QOt lived ta^ alz ^ <^*^ 




weeks last laH 

Gait's abandoned white Mus- 
tang was impounded last Thurs 
day by the FBI in Atianta. It nt 
the description of a car seen 
leaving the scene alter King 
was killed April 4 by a sniper 
firing from a rooming Imuae in 
Memphis^ Tenn. 

Memphis witnesses described 
the suspected assassin, who reg* 
istered as John WiUard at a 
rooming house opposite King's 
moteI« ai about A feet and aan- 
dy-hair^ and "a dean, neat 
man,*' • 

Ko trace of WiSard hai appar- 
ently been fbimd. 

An FBI alert for Eric Starro 
Gait in a white Mustang was is- 
sued in Florida last Thursday, 
but was canceled However, the 
FBI has conthiued a search for 
Gait's whereabooU or dues to 
his past 

After Cberpes disclbeed what 
Ua boarder aaid of his work and 
background. Associated Preu 
inquiries tumed up blanks. 

a there a real Eric Starvo 
Gait? The FBI was asked, but 
declined comment Neither 
would the FBI say why Gait 
was wanted, though the Florida 
alert bad sought only to spot the 
man, not arrest him^ No war- 
rant had been issued then. 

The man known as Eric Gait 
had aaid he was cmpbyed at a 
Miasianppl ^pyard, but there 
was DO record of him* He 



er*s license for Eric Starvo Gait 
was mailed to the Birmingham 
address March 1, nearly seven 
months after he left, and it ap- 
parency vanished. The Bir- 
mingham post office indicated 
no lorwardUnig addreei waa left 



The papers aaid he _^ 
down March 1 to ask for a 
cate license and he put the 
same muorm, which was 
wrong. He wasn't here." aaid 
Cberpes, who recalls Gait as 
'nice and friendly, quiet'' 
Cherpes described Gait as 
about 6 feet, 165-175 pounds with 
blue eyes and light brown hair» 
a neat taciturn man* "If some- 
body talked to him, he would 
talk." the landlord recaDod. 

Gait had a room at the board- 
ing house from Aug. 26 to Oct 7, 
IMTT. Cberpes said. Hie rent was 
|22^ a week. '"Re registered 
here that he came from Paaca 
goula, Miss/* The boarder said 
he wolfed at Ingalls In ihip- 
bu^kg Jobs. Chtfpes said. No 
record of hla employment ' 
fomidf the company office aaid 
Monday at Mobile. 

'Be was here m vacatkn and 
be aaid be was going to atay 
here about four months/' the 
Undlord said new boarder 
osuaBy slept until about U a,m,, 
had most of his meals at the 
rooming bouse and stayed to 
himself most of the time. 

The second we^ after he ar* 
rived, Gah bought a car, the 
1M6 white Mustang, paykig 
cash. He needed t drlver'a Ur 
cenae. 

'"He asked me if I could drive 
him down to take the test»" 
Gberpei aaid. «1 did." 
On Qie license application. 
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New Orleans, Louisiaim 70110 
Dear Sir: 



T«,. * Your telegram Of AprU 1601 has been received. 

T 1^!? *° Inquiry, Informatton In our lUes mast be 
maintained as confidential pursuant to regulatiaas of the Depart- 
ment of Justice. -^»«»*» 




b-](c) 



Very truly yours, 

» HERElf : j:>CLASSIFip 



.NOTE^^964, an individual ad vised the Bu reau he had conversed 

Tn^lS^^^^''^ ^^^^^ timeM^^^made extremel y critical 

f^. remarks concerning thJEWfJsident Kennedy. TB—^ 
indicated that as a native of Mississippi, he was unhappy ovePlBr 
totegratl^ at tte University of Mississippi and hebiff^^^ 
orgnizabon which need only give an order for a man tobe killed. 
fll^^rSJl'*^?* missed Kennedy when he was in New 

^raeans. Infotnit^nt got the Impression that this gr oup mav-ha ve 
,planned to issiissinate President Kennedy earUer! iBHiPwas 
also on Ibe maUIng list of the Mlnutemen organlzattS^S^-e 
reasons, ' it ik'Ult the above reply is ^voptUOe. ? 



D«Looch 
Mohr 
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Mr. Del^«rh 

Ifr* MoHr 

Mr. Bith-'p 

Mr. Camper 

Mr. Cal .i: an 

Mr, Conrad 

Mr. Felt 

Mr. Gale 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. T^vd 

Mr* Trotter 

TfJ«i. Room 



Miss Holmes. 
MiM Gandy_ 



BIA501 549A EST APR 16 6g (24)NSA040 
NS LLD043 Nl^PD 6 EXTRA NEW ORLEANS LA 
J EDGAJxifOOVER 
FBI WASHDC 

DEAR MR HOOVER I RESPECTFULLY REQUEST YOU RELEASE THE COMMUNIST 

O 

AFFFILIATION FILE ON MARTIN LUTHER KI NG SO THE TRUE STORY ON 
Y THIS MAN CAN BE TOLD TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I FULLY UNDERSTAND 
^ THE ODDS YOU ARE VORKING AGAINST THE AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS 

LOOKED UP TO YOU AND THEY LOOK TO, JOU NOW FOR OUR COUNTRY^ S - ^ n 

SAKE LET THE iEOPLE KNOU Tj^E TRUE NATURE OF THIS ANTI-AMER ICAN 
ANTI-CHRISTIAN PERSON fc7<^J 
m^BIHIHfjUl^mi^^l^l^EW ORLEANS 
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April 15, 1968 




Camp Lejeime, North Carolina 28542 



Dear, 




Your letter of April 9th has been received and I 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to wrtte. Although 
I would like to be of assistance in response to your inquiry, 
information in our files must be maintained as confidential 
pursuant to regulations of the Department of Justice. 



MAILEQ XI 

APj^ 1 5 1968 

POMM-FBI 



111. \ 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover '^[-^^ \^ .V. GLASS! FIE J 
John Edgar Hoover HATFa ^tf^/ BY ?PtAl(2<»y(^ 
Director ^^7^ 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
HCS:pld (3) ^ ^ 
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DO-6 • " 

OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST.. 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 



April 9, 1968 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 



MR. CAMv^M 





MR. CAtPCR . 
MR. CALLAHAN 
MR. CONRAD 
MR, ^ELT 
MM. 6ALC 
MR. ROSE 





loff ^ naarklng the envelope of this' 
lewer Personal In hopes that It win 

reach your desk. In the past few 

years from what I have read etc t 

have believed that Mi^S^l^^^rRlLTZT^ 
was a Communist Si nce ids assasr£' -»Ho.M»Ill: 
Ration, all that we have heard on the"" 

radio and TV or read in the new^aoerl' " ^ 

has eulogized him ad nauseumTsn iT^fl * 
Of his subversive assocTaK^ii^^'' He if L7°'^ 

see that « is^adl 'a^Tabl^^^^^^^ 
fcllL?^ thousands^^^ple ^^.1*?^ 

^ ^»™P Lejeune, N. C. 28542 
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ItjU^ /ljA^L-qJU •<HX.a£A^ JU.m.^, Jl*c^ 



( 
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ftLL INFORM -MlOIiCOHTMNED 



April 12, 1968 





* Your letter ol April 6th has been received. 

In response to your inquiries, Informatloii contained 
la our files must be maintained as confidential in accordance with 
rej^Iations di the Department of Justice. I regret I am unable to 
fonilsh the data you are seeking. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoove^ 



NOTE: Buflles indicate one prior outgoing to correspondent dated 
4.4.62 furnishing him with reprint material on communism. 

JBT:lrs ($) bt..^ r'lAVW 
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NEW YORK I taoa 



April 8, 1968 




Mr. Felt - -y^f— 
Mr. Gale .„ 
Mr, Rosen 
Mr. Sulli 
Mr. Tavel,_ 

Mr. Trotter 

Tel«* Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover, 
Director Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 
Washington t D#C« 

Dear Sin 

The eho eking neve of the sudden assaBslnatlon of 
Dr. >Iart i n Luther King on April 4, has reverberated 
fireUnSPlhe vorld. 

Our country has heen left etunned with mixed emotions 
and asliing themselves >Aiy this apostle of peace and 
non-violence was brutally slain. 

There are some \*io are second-guessing and drawing 
conclusions without facts or documentary proof • 

Ugly rumors such of the following keep cropping up. 

I, That the late Dr. King was associated with the 
blaclc-power representatives H. Rap Brown and 
Stokely Carmlchael* 

2« That Dr. King was also associated with the 

communist party plotting to overthrow the United 
States government. g 

I Would appreciate your thoughts and answers to the 
disturbing remarks. C^Jr 



Thanking yoii^for your courtesy, I remain 




. y7 ? f^f/ 




Toifton _ 

D«Loarh 

«ohr 

Bishop _______ 

Casp«r ^___^ 
Collahon ^__„^ 
Conrad 

F«1T 

Gale 



Rosen \tf \f 

Tovel 1« 

Trotter 

Tele, Room"" — 

Holmes 

Goftdy 
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/CO-/^- i ^^^^-^^ AprU 16, 1968 




Houston^ Teacas J77016 
Dear^ 



Yoor letter of April 10th hfts been received and 
I appreciate the Interest which prompted you to write. I also 
want to thank you for your kind comments concerning my work. 

In response to your inquiries, information in 
olir files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regu- 
laUons of the Department of Justice. 

f-^ Sincerely yours^ 

J. Edgar Hoover 
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COMM-FBI 



ALL INFORMATIOri CONTAINED ' 
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April 10, 1968 



Mr* Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington^ D.C. 

Dear Mrm Hoover: 

The information which I request in this letter is of great importance 
to me and to the people whom J serve as pastor here in northeast 
Houston^ Caucasians f Latin^AmericanSf and Negroes reside in our parish 
area* 

What factual informatio^^oes your Bureau have, if any^ connecting the 
late Dr*^ Martin Luther King with the Communist Party? Has your Bureau 
attempted to either confirm or disprove the charges of some individuals 
and groups that Dr. King did in fact receive training by the Communist 
Party and was working to further the un-American objectives of the Com'- 
munist Party in this country? 

I need sound facts to use as a basis for counseling m,y people in the 
wake of Dr. King's assassination. My goal is to foster understanding 
and brotherhood between people of all races. You have made it quite clear 
in your publ ished writings that this is also one of your primary goals. 
I am convinced that you can be of great help to me by providing me with 
the true factSm 

J would like to respond intelligently to statements and questions that 
I am hearing^ If Dr. King is guilty as some have charged^ my people need 
to know this. If he has been unjustly charged^ they need to know this. 
I am prepared to ^tell it like it is^ with the facts which you providSm 



Thanking you in advance for your kind consideration of my request and 
complimenting you on your fine efforts on behalf of the Christian faith 
and true Americanism^ I remain 




REG 27 



AprU 17, 1968 





^ I have receiyed your letter of AprU 10th, with 

enclosure, and appreciate the interest which prompted you to 
o 2 write. I also want to thank you for your kind commas. 

< ^ 

In response to your Inquiry regaxdingJthe person 
you described, you may be referring to Mrs. Julia firown who 
furnished information on subversive activities to the'TBI <m a 
confidential basis from 1951 to 1960. Although she vfts not an 
employee of this Bureau, she was compensated for 1^ services. 
In keeping with my long-standing policy, I cannot codAaenfc 
further concerning Mrs. Brown* 




APR 1 7 W68 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



•Tol 




NOTE: BufUes contain no^record identifiable with coi(K«sp(9)^|i^. 
Enclosed self-addressed^^nvelope is being utilized in ripljD Thir 
files show that fliers have been distributed around the eoufltry'' 
advertising Mr& Julia Brown's speeches to "tell a^^ufthei^ffightef r 
ing secret background of Martin Luther King.'* T^erefor^, it ^ 
appears he is referring to Mrs. Brown. 
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Fl&centia, Calif. 92670 
April lOti-, 1968 

Public Relations Dep^^rtment 
Federal Bure^ju of Investigation 
*i £iSiiington, D*C . 
( Public Information Section ) ; 

Dear Sir: 

A couple of years ago, I happened upon a pamphlet or brochure on a 
schedule of lectures ^i^yen to the public I5y a negro woman who worked 
with pr, Martin Lut her King ^s organization for a year or two to find 
out if his organization wasTll rights The brochure stated she had 
discovered beyond any doubt that his chosen lieutenants and others 
close to him were conmunist agents and others working closely for tne 
cause of the triumph of world communism. She mentioned that she was 
denied a rightful opportunity to speak to her own people, and that the 
negro leaders resolutely were determined to try everything to prevent 
her from presenting the facts she had unearthed so that the negro people 
could decide for themselves. Is this true? Could you send me some li- 
terature and lists of sources (oooks, articles, etc.) which would define 
for me once and for,all| or definitely, her career as one of the FBI's 
agents in the Civil Rights movement, and particularly in Dr* King»s or- 
grnizction? I want a complete, detailed picture and proof; I want to 
be cor/.pletely objective, end I'm not afraid of the wnole truth. must 
be brave this way, these days. I hope you can send tne information or 
fcdMresses which will have the information by return mail in the stamped, 
enclosed envelope. 

Thanks so much for your efforts* In the past I have so often found that 
$he FBI is so often slandered and smeared for doing a good Job; perhaps 
there are those who have drawn or gathered to tnemselves high prestige 
and affluence and influence by "down-* grading*^ you in a multitude of ways 
It is simply a fact that one of the prime objectives in the communists' 
scheme of takeover in any country is an inculcation and engineering of 
lawlessness and hatred and deep-seated reflexive distrust of all law-* 
enforcing agencies, no matter how honest they are, and particularly Ike- 
cause they are honest. It's too bad this kind of indoctrination or brai 
washing by manipulating ideale and emotions and motives goes on in educa 
today, too; I have taught school for the pc^strfl years. . j y ^ 

Thanks again. I wish you the best in all your honest efforts. Maybe 
someday someone may give you a ''oreak" along these lines. 
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Sincerely 



in* • 1 
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Date: 



4/15/68 



Transmit the following in 
Via AIBTSL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 



(Priority) 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, NEW HAVEN (100-18410) (RUC) 

SUBJECT; MARTIN LUTHER itiNG 

sM - c ALL INFORMATIOr^l CONTAINEI ' 

^•^^ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

RS: Boston airtel to the Director^ 4--10-68 





On 4-15-68, 

Remington Arms Company^ Tnc# p uriag^port^ UOnn^ , 
ivfsed that MARTIN LUTHER KING had never ordered firearms 
from Remington Arms Company, Inc«p or made inquiry con- 
cerning firearms • 

According to i^H^pp Remington Arms Company, Inc»| 
has never received an orderf or 10,000 shotguns or rifles 
frw any single individual* 



3 - Bureau 



2 - Atlanta (100-5586) ^ ^a 
1 - Albany (info) ^ 
1 - New York (info^ (100-136585) 
1 - Cleveland (info) (157-293) 
1 - New Haven 
LSG:Jnl 
(9) 
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Approved: 



Special/^ 



\fk^zA in Charge 
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Date: 



V16/68 



Transmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



Via 



(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRMAIL 




/ 




^?>«^ DIRECTOR, FBI {IOO-IO667O) 
FROM: 
RE: 

(00: Atleuita) 

Re Cleveland airtel 3/29/68, and Boston airtel 
VlO/68. b 7 C^") 

On 4/16/68, ■■■■^■■m^^^^^^^^v 

Remington Arms, Inc., inonTH^^advisecRAjHjjjjHHHB^^ 

that all guns sold by his company are manufacture^a^Tni^^^ 
plant and shipments of them are made to aulihorized distributors 
only. He stated no shipment of guns is made to Individuals 
or to organizations euid, therefore, no such shipment would 
have been directed at any time to Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING. 



(PnoTity) 

__,-_„^^._.:=-i.^.- ^p-x^n/JNEIl 

SAC, ALBANY (IOO-I876I) (RUC) " 

MARTIN LUTHER KING >nO 
SM-C 



1. 



He noted that a shotgun with an 18" barrel would 
be the Remington model 87O, 12 gauge, which has been known as th^ 
riot gun now called the police gun. He stated that in I966 
there were 3,^95 of these weapons sold, over 3,000 of which 
went to the California Highway Patrol and during 1967 only 
845 of these were sold all to known distributors. 

/S-Bureau (RM) 
^2-Atlanta (100-5586) (RM) 
2- Cleveland (157-293) (RM) 
1-New Haven (Info) (RMj 
1-Albany lO ^ 

JLK:ad * 

(9) 



ALL IK?Or?*ATIPT: CCI'TATKZD 
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Approved: 



^HS' y 



Special Agent in Charge 
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INiMENT 



TO 



FROM 



Memorandum 



Mr. T;, C. Sullivan 



C. D. 




4( 



1 - Mr. 
1 - llr. 
1 - Mr. 



C 
G. 



.0. 



c. 
c. 



DeLoach 
Sullivan 
Moore 



Brennan^^^F^ . 



O 



DATE: April 17, 1968 
1 - Mr, C. D. Brennan 
1 - Mr. D. M. Wells 
1 - Mr. R. C. Putnam 



SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING 





Since the assassination of Martin Luther King, we A&0>if^ 
have been closely following the activities of Stanley Levison ' ,w 
and leaders of the Communist Party, USA (CPUSA) , to determine M 
what effect this event has had on the efforts of both Levison CV 
and the P^rtv to continue to exploit racial problems in this 
country.// X^r] 





With regard to the reaction of the CPUSA, it is 
ted that as soon as news of the assassination was announced, 
3 CPUSA movod, as expected, to exploit the situation to its 
n advantage. A special issue of '^The; Worker," east coast 
^^^ln^nist newspaper, was prepared eulogizing King and 
l^jtacking racism in the U, S, Copies '-were -shipped to 
ty district for mass distribution,. 

SI ' ' 



each 



P:cst 




com 



||i||8APR 261968 £|^;^. 




i 

c 



0 



lucnorandun to Mr. V/, C. Sullivan 

RS: ASSASSINATION OF UARTIN LUTHER KING 





Information set forth above has been disseminated 
to the Department and the military intelligence agencies. 



ACTION: 



For informition. We are closely following this 
matter and vill keep you advised of pertinent develoi»nents . 




fiEC-40 



-*' 




"2. ■ 



AprU U, 1B68 



ooUynrNew York 112M 



7 



Deari 



Your letter of April 10th has been received and I 
appreciate the interest which prompted you to write and furnish 
m your comments concerning the matters you mentioned. I also 
want to take this opportunity to thank you for your kind sentiments. 




SPfl 1 G 1968 

^ COMM>FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE; Bufiles reflect an outgoing letter to correspondent on 2>9-64 in 
response to her letter containing fkvorable remarks concerning the 
Director*8 press conference. 
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April 10, 



Mr* yasper^_ 
Mr. Caliahan., 

Mr. Conrad 

tMr, 



JThe Honorable J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D« C* 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 




1V| 

r. Tavel . 
Mr. Trottei 
Tele. Roon ^ 
HitB Holme 
miss Gftnd 




5 



l^7^ 

H[:.'?:::i .S'LNC! •SSiriFD 

From the depths of horror and nausea I am compelled 
to offer my condolences to you for what you must be suffering 
at watching the most massive brainwashing job in the history of 
the world* This fellow who used religion to cover his "civil 
disobedience" training for rioting is now being touted as a 
second Jesus Christ and a Messiah even for those who deny the 
First Messiah. He stormed the nation teaching that laws should 
be broken if the breaker disapproved of them and from this seed 
our present condition of civil war has sprouted. Worst of all 
our police are given instructions not to use night sticks or guns/ 
to only watch the looting and fires £uid m£Oc€^ motions (for TV cameras 

probably). tr\a-:?^^ -I (■■X--U kt n fj 

The whole event looks like a frameup ^r the mighty 
push. I now believe that King himself Icnew of the plot md was 
told he would be just a little bit shot, like Meredith. With 
false leads given to law enforcement officers the "crime" couldK^ r 
never be solved and the FBI could be discredited throughout thJ^^]^^ 
nation and with it J. Edgar Hoover who was not really a favorite^^^^ 
of King and his disciples. He has been said to have "predicted" 
his martyrdom and the whole scene sounds phony s an assassin (who 
MUST be white) , tJie victim on the balcony talking to friends below 
— how else could he be shot without police watching? All my 
liberal acquaintances reacted as planned but all my conservatives 
friends agree. From the fact that troiible in NYC is suppressed 
by the mayor cuid the press (I have police officers and neighbors 
who say nothing gets into the papers) and the fact that Lindsay 
is claiming credit for keeping peace here^ it is almost impossible . 
to escape the conclusion that the Liberal Establishment is groom- 
ing him for the Top Spot* and notJiing must mar his image ^ ^ ^ "^c^ 

REC-40 100^ fOe^yo -^-^ <L 

How did Kenya tta, the Mau-Mau leader get into 
I hear that he rode to Memphis with Lindsay .1 

Ex-ue 

For the love of God and our country, Mr. Hoover ,j ke^' 

yourself safe! ' We need you desperately. May God protect^^you 



thii 



country? 




f 



, N.Y. 1123^ 



( 



April 17, 1068 




ika 99567 




Your letter was received on April ISth. 

I never made any statements to the effect 
that Maurtto^ud^ a communist, ^formation of this 

nature, whether substantiated or not, could not be released under 
provisions of an order Issued by the Department of Justice per- 
taining to all matters of a confidential nature. 

Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar HooW? 



To! son _ 
D«LoQcfi 
Mohr 



NOTE: No record Bufiles 



V . t-j( 
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Biihop 
^ Casper 



Corrod / * ^ 



Trottfr 

Teje. Room 



<i1 



identifiable Wl(^'£*^l^ndent. 

t 9 .x; 








Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Since the death of Dr. Martin Luther King there as 
I been talk about him being a Communist. One of the motEers 
1 of a sixth grader in the class that I am teaching said that: 

1. It is a shame to lower the flag in memory of a 
communist. 

2. There are pictures of him conferring with communist 
leaders. 

/3. Edgar J. Hoover has proven and has said that he was 
\ a communist. 

Has your office investigated such allegations? r ^ 

Have they studied such mentioned pictures? 

I Can your office send any information that would give a 
good answer to these questions. I think many people are pobrly 7 

informed about how Dr. King stood on Communism. I may be one 
of them. Please answer soon if possible. ^ i ^ 




o 



HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED fjj j , ^ / 




/ f ^ ^^^3^^ aie^c:^ /J^z-^^^^i^ ^^^c:^u^ (^^^k^ 
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4^ 



2^ 







^ 100 'I6(, 0-70 



April 16, 1068 




^~~Durham,, North Carolina 2X707, 



'J 



- 4' 



Dear i 

Thajsk you for your letter of April lOtb. It 
was good of you to openly express the obvious interest yoa 
have in your country. 




1" -C QD 



I do wish I could be of service to you in con- 
^ nection with the subject of your inquiry. There are, however, 
>^ certain official regulations, long in effect, which maintain as 
strictly confidential the information in FBI files. 

I certainly hope that your son returns to you 
safely from Vietnam. He and other brave young men are 
performing a tremendous service for their counby. 



^ v'A- v,• 




WAJLEO li 

APS 1 G 1968 

_ CX>MM.FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



IIL IIIF0!2.f ATIOF CONTAIHKD 
OIHEillTISSs . 



NQTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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DeLooch 

tSotW^ 

Cospe* 
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Cal{ahan 

Conrad jr 
Felt 
Golv 
Rosen i 

Tove! 

Ttoiter 

Tele. RooiT: , 
Holmes ™_ 
Gondy 
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Mr. " 



April 10, 1068 




:r 

n ., 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

}fy heart la heavy for my son and all serviceaen fighting in vietnak^^^ M inu- 
Frcffl all the trouble in our country today, it appears to ne that we just'^'^^ Gandy.. 
be under eomnninisiD. If this is true, iihy'not bring our bqys boM« 



Mr. 
Mr. 



I have always taught xpy children to love their country » honor its 
flag^alwaysjand if their country needed them, it was their duty to go. 
Today I must adnit sorrowfully, I have taught them wrong. I honestly from 
xiQr heart believe our country has turned its back on the white race axxl 
the taxpayer. Let me state this in another way. I cannot put the blame 
on the country but the leaders of our land, for you see a home is no 
better than the people in it^ so I must say a country is no better than 
the people who run it. 

A few years ago, I read in tl^£]^per where you stated that your files 
had enough in them on Martin IiithM[34ns..J2%^<^ stop him from all his baa 
done. I believe this^one man tias created more violence and hatred under 
the name of nonviolence than any man 4n these United States. Hr. Hoover, if 
your files have information on this man, I believe it is your duty to your 
country, to its taxpayers, for they have had to bare the burden of this man 
heavily, and most of all to our servicemen, fighting and dying uselessly 
in Vietnam. 

Please except this letter as written sincerely from iqy heart, for I 
am deeply concerned for ngr country, the fighting men in Vietnam, and for 
the burdened taxpayer. 



SincarSy^, 



hn(s-) 





4^ 



•■- \ ' k. 



■'- - 



V 





J 
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AprU 15, 19t8 



EX-105 



Honorable Sam J. Ervia, Jr* 
United States Senate 
WashiQgton, D. C. 20510 

My dear Senator: 

I have receiyed your letter of April 11th 
coacerning inquiries made of you regarding the release 
of information from FBI files pwTtainios to Martin Lather 
King. 




While I certainly voiild like to be of 
assistance to your constituents, information In our files 
must remain confidential in accordance with regulations 
of the Department of Justice. I regret I cannot be of help. 

Sincerely yours, ' 

J. Edgar Hoover vfr -!^' '\^^^^^^^^^ ^ // 

NOTE: fenator Eryin is on the mailing Ust to receive the Uniform Crime 
Reports buUetii:and we have maintained cordial correspondence with him. 
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Rosen 
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Tovei 
Trotier 
Tele. Rooiv 
Holmes ._ 
Condy .__ 
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JAME« O. EASTLAND. MtM,. CHAJMMAM 
JOHN L. MCO-Ci-LAN. AMK. CVEHETt MC KINLETT DimCUM^ II 



SAM J. tWViK, Jn.. N.C, 
THOMAI J. OOOD. COMM. 
PHiLir A. HART, MtCM. 
CDWARO V. LOMO. I«0. 
tDWARD M. KENNCI>Y. MASS. 
• lltCH »AYH. INO, 
QVCNTtN N. BUWOICK, OAK. 
JOSCPM P. TVtMMOS. MO. 



nOlMIAN U. HItUfl 

HmAM L. roNA 

T. P\ 



O 

'SICnUcb ^(ctfes denote 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
WAMH9MGTON, OJC, t09I0 

April 11, 1968 



Mr- ^sonJJ^Z 



M 

Mr. 




Mr, CaHahai 
Mr. Conra^ 

Sulli 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr, Trott^r^ 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes^ 
Miss Gandy_ 




Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Vbshington, D. C« 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Because of the events ef the past week, I have received 
a number of letters and telegrams from ny North Carolina consti- 
tuents asking that the Federal Burean of Investigation open its 
files, tf any, on Dr> Martin LutherKing> 

In order to answer these comimlcations, I would like 
to have an answer from you on whether the Federal Bureau of 
I Investigation's policy would allow this* 

With kindest regards, I am v:!!!/ 

Sincerely yours. 



I 



Sam J» Ervln, Jr. ^ 



SJE:r8p 




0^ 



I 





»owell, Wyoming 82435 



Deari 



Your letter of April 8th has been received. 




In response to your Inquiry, I did make the statement 
that Martin Luther King was the most notorious liar in the country 
at a press conference on November 18, 1964. I did so because he 
had grossly distorted the fkcts concerning our Special Agents hawiiiiip 
civU rights investigations in the Soiith. It is not possible for me to 
comment further inasmuch as information in our files must remain 
confidential in accordance with regulations ot the Department of 
Justice. V 



COiiilfrFBl 




Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar HoofveSf 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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POWELL. WYOMING 
82435 



April B, 1968 





Convad . 

Frit _ 

Mr. Giile 

T«V€i 

r. Trotter 

Tele. Room^ 

Miw UoJroe*. 

Mifis Gaady — 



Mr, J» Ldgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D« C« . 

Pear Mr. Hoover; 

In our attempt to understand and actively participate in the struggle 
for racial equality (in spite of our distance from the cities), we've been 
trying to understand the situation. Yesterday, during our discussion 
group which follows the Sunday ^rv^ce, the following questions were raised. 
Pidn't you call Dr, Martin Luther-TUng, Jr. a liar, and wasn't he a fellow- 
trav^l^er of the Conimunists in your opinion?^ 
• 

;I- would hope that you could give an explanation of the above in 
proper context. b)e have fine people in this town, but some have swallowed 
the John Birch technique end thus are quoting you all over the place in 
a way which is not only out of context but completely distorted. My aim 
is for the love of Jesus Christ to really overcome the hatred bred by f \ 
prejudice in these people. I would appreciate some kind of statement from (J 
you since, in front of a large number of people yesterday, I challenged ^""^ 
the idea that you consiaered King a Communist (although I realize you 
have had your differences with Dr. King). Thank you very isuch. 



Sincerely yours, 





EX.105 




M tlH*-tt-»68 



mm IS ukc!j*.ss!FI£o ^ co^'Bnr» 




( 



51 



D»Looch . 

WohT 

Bishop 

Cosper 

CaUahon 
Conr 
F«j 
GaJ 
Rosen 
SulJivan 
ToveJ 
Troti*T 

Gond 



>i-.wn 

nrod / 

I*-— Hut 



AprU 15, 1968 




Mansfield, Ohio 44903 

Your letter of AprU Otb has been received. 

In response to your request, Information In oop 

fUes must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice. It Is not possible for me to com- 
ment further c<»cerning your Inquiries. 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



MAILEQ12 
APR 151968 

COMM-FH 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no information Identifiable w'lth correspondent. 
Correspondent wrote similar letter 4/9/68 to Congressman Jackson P R«ff « 
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Mansfield, Ohio 
April 9, 1968 
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Mr. C alia ha n — 




Conrad 

Gale 

Tavcl - 
Trotter 
Tele. Room — 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy.. 



Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 



J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
WBshlngtoni D. C- 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The other day I heard a radio broadcast by Paul Harvey 
on station WNAN in Mansfield , Ohio* 

During that broadcast, Harvey cautioned people that 
they should contact their congressmen, and the representatives 
should in turn contact the FsB«I«, before the communities 
follow through with plans to rename st^^ts and public 
buildings after the late Martin Luther King^ 

Why? Why the Federal Bureau of Investigation? If you 

have something to tell us that we should know, why don*t 
you say It? Why must it come throu^ a commentator? 

Iwill you please tell me wha t you have on this subject? 
Iwhy shouldn't we go ahead with such plans? 

It Is Important for me to know what this means. May I 
please have your complete answer as quickly as possible^'-C^ j 

Sincere ly , 






.-'II 



COfeKESPONDlSN^ 



1^ 




of" 



ALLI?iF»!;:!CO;iTWNED 
HEREIN IS UtICb'MD 
0ATE2.aiiLBY££!ili!2ll*- ^„ „^ 





Your letter of April lltfa has been received. 

In response to your inqulzy, this Bureau has never 
issued the statement which was attributed to it in your commun- 
ication. Information of this nature, whether substantiated ornot, 
could not be released under provisions of an order Lifued b^^e 
Department of Justice pertaining to all matters of a conf idea&I 
nature. ^ 




Sincerely yours, 
J* £dgar Hoovs^ 



hl(i<^) 

NOTE: Bufiles reflect that 1^ 
was a prosecuting attorneyJH 
received assistance from tn^ 
prosecution of a murder case. 
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Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 
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Hon. J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, C, 20001 

Dear Sir: 

Unless my memory fails me J Martin Luther King was identified 
by your Bureau as being dahg e rou ^ lu U i e we3rf/re of the 
Republic. If this is true I would appreciate a copy of what- 
ever public statement was made in this regard. 

Thanking you for your courtesy, I remain. 

Very truly yours, 






4r 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAlHEl; 
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ALL INFCFJAATTCTT CONTAINED 
W^r -----V.'^jIFIID 



)uth Bend. Indiana 4661 5 
Dear! 




Your letter o( April 11th has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, aft a press conference 
on November 18, 1964, I did make the statement that Martin Lather 
King was the most notorious liar in the country. I did so because he 
liad grossly distorted the facts concerning our Sfpecial Agents hamiHng 
civil rights investigations in the South. 

Information relating to any possible communistic 
affiliations on the part of Martin Luther King, whether substantiated 
or not, could not be released under provisions of an order issued by 
the Department of Justice pertaining to all matters of a confidential 
nature. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 
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Mr. T '-^^^^^ 



South ■ Dsnd , 
April li, 1^ 



Mr, J. Ednar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

liJ^-hington, D. 



Dear Mr, Hooverr 




Mr. Vi-l ^hnn 

Mr. Conrad 

Mr. Fdt y 

Mr. Svlliva^ 
Mr. TaveL 
Mr. Trotter^ 
Tele Koom_ 
^ Hiss Holnica^ 
Miss Gandy^ 



C purine 
hinn." 



ig a recent discussion of Reverend Mnrtin Luther 

-ir- iRtP leader of Southern Christian Lesdership 

Cnnfcrence, I mentionDd the fact that I believe he had 
Co^^^unistic affiliations and was a thr^ct to the security 
of cur country. And I still believe the So-'thern Christian 
Leadership Confeience is a threat to our country^s security* j 

""I uas verb'.lly attacked for even mention ing Mr, King's name^ 
uith Com unism. I do need some ma terial^ f rom respected 
authority and hope you can help me. 



A pBCEnt rGbjsp^per article quoted you as Cc^lllng Marti 
Luth::r King the "biggest liar in our country," Uill y 
please tell me why ynu called him a liar/" 

I need a reply uithin the neat ten days, and thank yoi\J 
in advance for uhatever help you uill give me. ^ 



Sincerely, 



MP 




( 



' ^ ii.i ui^ 



' ^36i._\^:ShL^}^^^^ April 16, 1968 



Jo TOO 
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w t'" o 

^ :t: . 
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[iw York J1552 

Tour letter of April 8th has been received. 

^ In response to your Inquiry, at a press eoof erence 

jDnJ^fovember 18, 1964, I did make the statement that Martin Lather 
King was the most notorious liar in the country. I did so because 
^ -te had grossly distorted the facts concerning our Special Agents 
handling ciyil rights investigatioos In the South. 

Sincerely yours. 



CO 



APR 1C1968 

COMM»FBI 



J. Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




To J son 

DeLooch . 



Bjshop . 
Casp«r _ 

Callahan 
Conrod _ 

Fell 

GaJ* ^ 

Ro»»n *^ 
Su i 1 1 V on 
ToveJ 
TroM 
Teic 
HoJ 
Gdndy 
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OFFICE OF omecTOR 
^COCffAU BUREAU OF IN VESTtcJpS)N 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ImTICE 



(5/ West Hempstead 
^ UL, N^Y. 11552 
AprU 8th - 68 

Mr« J, E« Hoover 

Dear Sir 




MR. TAVKL . 



MR. TROTTER . 
MR, JON KB 



TCU£« ROOM . 
MIM HOUMKB . 



MRS, Merc At.F < 
MISS «AMDV 




I am writing to ask yoa if 
you really said what was printed in 
Sundays L. L Press \(f^le8 Loh" 
that D r. Martin Lutheriang Jr^ was the most 
notorious Liar in the Country/ 

What a terrible thing for anyone to say at 
] this time giving Encouragement to the Violent 
' Destructive Forces 

I am (79 yrs young) 



Sincerely 



COFYuun 



9 r 




ClvU War 

Daogfater 6 Social Worker. 



o 




iREC-21 



Airil 10 

/oo /^^ 
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Hcnorable Robert D. Mathlw 
House Representatives 
Waslilngton, C. 20515 

My dear Ccngressman: 



I have received your letter ef April 12th, 
with enclosure* 

While I certainly would Uke to be oT assist- 
ance to your CGBistltuent, information In our files must be 
maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations of tiie 
Department of Justice. I regret I cannot be of help to 

^in this regard; however, I am enclosing some 
material concerning the communist influence in racial 
matters which you may desire to foiward to bim. 



Mftiunz 

APR i 0 iS6S 

POMM-FBJ 



Sincerefy yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



DcLoadi 

MohT 

Btsfaop 

Cosper ^ 
Cajlohan . 

Coniod 

FeJt 

GaJe 

Rosen 

Suijj van ^ 
Tov*i 

TeJe. Rooiif, 

Gondy . 



Enclosure 

Appropriations Testimony 2-1 6^67, re Communist Influence in Racial Matters 

NOT£: Congressman Mathias was elected in 1966. Out; only outgcdng 
to him 9-22-67, advised him we were opening an additional office at 
Sacramento, and intiiis letter he was addressed as above. Bufiles con- 
tain no record of HHHUHHIl^ Enclosure is letter from Genis to 
Che C(mgressman calling for the release of Martin Luther King's "record" 
WMGrmew and requests literature concernii^ subversive influences with- 
(5) ^y^wUi) in the Civil rights movement. 

BEC-DBlZHOb jh> 
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BOB MATHIAS 

ItTH DtSTRtCT, CM^irOftNl A 

1006 LjOMCWOfvTx Houn Omcc Suii^Na 
: 22S-S341 (202) 



COMMITTCK: 

AGRICULTURE 

•UBCOMMirmi: 
COTTON 
RUftAL DCVCLOPMCNT 



Oil 



AND RICK 



1|ou«e of JSitpttitntatiM 

HMiinBton, 3D.C. 20515 
April 12, 1968 



WILLIAM H. PARK 
AMiNUmtKmnE Anin-ANr 
nmmtiiMioN, c c- 

KCNN COUNTV OPFICK 
M TRUXTUN AVCNUC ROOM MB 
I^KKraFIELO.CAlJf>OllNIA niOl 

KINO* AND TULARE OMNnns 
MM MOONKY ■OULXVARO 
VISAUA. CAUraiWIA MOT 



Honorable J, Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 

Enclosed is a coi 
constituents, 

fakers field,, California, relative^to reports on^ 
Reverend Martin Luther King. 

I would appreciate your giving cons ideration to the 
statements contained ^nJimHHIB^etter and 
furnishing ne with a report at your earliest 
convenience. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this natter* 





Sincerely* 



BOB MATHIAS 
. 'I U. S. Congressman 



RM:lc th' 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ^ 

I J . HEREIN IS UNCUSSIFIED ' 




TRUE COPY 



AprU 5, 68 



Dear Sir, 



It has been stated in a Major Conservative 
Publication (I'm sorry I can't quote but I misplaced the source) 
that the F.B.I, and Congress is in possession of confidential 
reports regarding Martin Luther King's activities. 

Since the federal executive branch has seen fit 
to arbitrarily "snow "the people and further perpetrate the "Moderate" 
hoax concerning King, I feel as a United States citizen it Is with in 
my rights to ask and indeed demand this farce be rectified through 
public airing of his record. 

U the "Freedom of information" Bill just signed into 
law is in effect, I claim it. 

We as a Nation have been told no conspiracy is involved 
in the civil turmoil in our cities, if this is true it would be contradictory 
to withhold any information in the "National Intrest" if no threat or 
conspiracy exists. 

In this regard I hereby request any such alleged reports 
regarding Martin Luther Kings activities, and will pay any printing 
costs. 



Also I again request any government printing office 
lists regarding any subversive influences with in the civil rights 
movement that are available for purchase. 

I know how busy you are and pray you will be able to 
withstand the partisan "armtwisting" 

Jt must seem a thankless job you have, but I'm so glad 
in this txirbulent period we have a man such as you who stands for 
truth and right to represent us. 



ALL INFORMATION COfffAINEC ^ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ■■ 




. C-olXa^xv a/^v /Cii^s-'xrv^ ^ CexwA ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

JXk-C-^COT.C^'^^*^ MVk^^V^iu^ *t;\^aXV^JL■\ VC^^A.C^'p»- 

\^N,\AX*-c^i ^UaXa^ C-ilCxi^i^^.^ CO 

.4 

ALL INFOrvMATIOMC.T AIMED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



• . • 

Q^j^X)uJ3Iia^ t CV^JVcX V>»-io-S< p^^^ c>-*>.>-^ -pnAjIXiAVj 
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AfrUU. 




" !> 





Toorlttttrof AfrilMh, villi «NlMm« 
j^bMn r«oetT»d a&d I want to tteak |Oo for vrltli^ Md 
^ ia^ipe ft Mpy of yow litlir to PmldMt 



« 




ftoTE : Although some 1i«r j^irespoiideiioe ^ Jbeen 
answered, ttte Jetttfaat ttn^ iAdvebri^f Hp^^ver tie cli»#ctor*s 
•igoaim it'approittitite. 
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Mr. Trotter 

Td«. Booni 

Mum Holmct 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
FBI, Department of Justice Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Greetings ! How are you 7 

I am Inspired again to write to you %nd enclose a copy of 
my letter to the President^ requesting your consideration also 
concerning the issues. 

I have confidence in you as a Christian gentleman to uphold 
the Ideals of Martin Luther King, not only to uplift and benefit his 
race of pe<^le, but the white race, too^ tn mutual security of 
America. 

Wishing you all good things. 



Sincerely, 




1 End a/s 





fc7C=S 



lb .:iv- 

B»«r Mr. PRslAsat: 

thli tttU-T •xjfr^9^s, mj Oee^llI an! JidalTattoc for « jdoc i^tidtat« vvM 
far tbe ODr who «u 3«aitor of the rnvtif *%, 

■o^fTTtr, to tbr Mdatec of tb* lout aaS the Ofe^st ilair caa Tn^d/ ob th» 
iMth O' t iv.t* \B, ri.-^o bf , " •'«r»n£ lCLag« I ■■ e«yt»tsiAg the fallovtee 
vlawa; 

llDlf It&lLu^ r vr"»,t • book estUl/*'* "Htv iMder* of Afrlc-.'' that 1« ■PtawUqr 
ftr Aasric U ftc^ualatec* vith to brlaj it to • —if wfT«faaine wo ttat 

AIM l^toB hM said that •hMTACt JiwUoe !« • p«at aaft yoMrm thli^, b«t thai 
MmctlmX J»nio» U tlU ■ort »w*»rftil - it aloae ew 0it4e tte f««pl«t of tift 

en M«t IT- of Mr "Bbv ImAtt' '^*-«c» " 1r « «tlkteA:«t tt»t t» wtMTthj* 

^nt« : «yk;B the M^tc MB holO* film to tai« CkrlBtlcs wi' hMoivt 14m1«, 1» 
vUa be trttMtm^ by the AfMean aa • frlead, a aoHDwlor, a haXper of tke fUvt fwk 

Aatriea ■ouuid veil ««aMi::^r the In-^uij of Arrertad KlaG« the md of the CU t fWl > 

iiMrlea ats-xu lo ret«a>a to Ood in tik- Sfojnt of rttimtaw ^ft^^tit mat. Omcrg^ UMlUUi^ioa 
aad avoid thrNrtvnla,^ •xtiaetlon frcn oaaa«ilm vlthio aafi vitheut. 

Vlthlag you all fooe tklasa, am! I alao vlch to ex|t*M esBftaeaee la you as a 
Ckrlstiaa ry*siA»iit to briac t^oout Jtirtloe doe ifcr^i.. Ijut:: u."^ Ic u;.Urt 

kls race of peaplr aa he tMiul4 viali tt* 
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AprU 19, 1968 






est CoTiifi^ California 91790 



, Your letter was received on April 17th and I want 
to thank yoa-for your kind comments. 



TO In response to your inquiry, I did not make the 
statement attributed to me in your communication. However, at 
a press conference on November 18, 1964, I made the statement 
that Martin Luther Klug was the most notorious liar in the country. 
I did so because he had grossly distorted the facts concerning our 
Special Agents handling civil rights investigations In the South. 
I have neither retracted this statement nor ktve I made any apology. 



Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar 




Toisoit _ 
DeLooch 




NOTE: BufUes contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
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v;est Covina, California 
91790 




Mr. Troit*r.- 
Miss Gandy_ 



Mr, J, Edger IToover 
FBI 

V/sshington D.C. 

Dear ?.!r. Hoover, 

I am a firm believer in the fp.ct that the late 
Dr* V.t ^i^ , , Luth e^i^^King ras as you once said, "The big- 
gest hypocFrte o!P 'Ihe' century. But alarmingly it 
has come to my knov/ledge by rumor that you have public- 
ally apoligized. 

You are a great man of importance ♦ You are looked 
up to as £ leader, as one whos ' thoughts end words are 
to be looked upon ?s wise and important. You could lead 
many thoughts in the rierht direction. If we continue 
to let the people of this netion to honor and love those 
like Mr* King all rill sl:wly turn to his way of think- 
ing. 

Vo one has the guts to spe*k their mind on Mr. Kipg. 
All men of importance have failed. All h^ve forgotten 
rh?*t they once splr^ oi* felt* Is the rumor true? Have 
you ^Iso failed? This country ne^ds one good examrle, 
someone of importance to tell the truth about one of the 
worst people to become a leader. We need facts to prove 
it! 

I want to know if you did apoligize* I know you 
are a busy person, but I am in need of an answer. I^M 
one or this country's younger citizens. I^m a sophomore 
in high school and I want a decent nation to live in. 
Just the fact that you didn't apoiigize would renew 
v;hat little faith I heve left for my country* leaders. 
I hope you can truthfully supply lt# ^ 




16 APR-inqee 



cuJi^ '-I- M -4 ^ 

H c:. ■ 

? ■■ ■. 



pjiriFORyATIONCOmiUtD 
-^frf^ S/'/JthlfjL 




p. e 



I be^ of you to please answer ray letter* I know I am 
of littl#» impoi-i^ance to someone like you, but I am a per- 
son who see'E little g^ood bcco^lnc of their country > ?n<3 
I V0U14 like to be g^ssured that not all are "going bf»a." 

Sincerely yours | 




April 19, 1668 



Bcmorable L. Mcodel Hirer* 
House of BepreseDtotiTes 
WashlQctoa, D. C. 20515 

My dear Coogressman: 




Tour letter of April 17th, with enclosura, 
has been received. 

In response to your eoostitQent'e inquiry 
^ as to whether or not Martin Luther King was a eommtmifit 
or has been coonectod with ao organization dedicated to 
the overthrow of oar country by violence, information of 
•^ia nature, whether substantiated or not, cannot be 
released because of a Department of Jtotice order ngar^ 
fng all matters of a confidential nature. I am aoriy'l ^ 
cannot be of assistance in this Instance. ir> 



beiag returasd. 



The tBCiosnre to your communication is' 



rt,'-. H 




Sincerely yours, 
7. Edgar Hoover 



HTTp'-'r '.rsijiEa 



ToJ«Ofl 



ALUNFOR.MATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED AeOt. k 
DATE2^d^BYSiiL»fflaii. '^-^ 

NOTE: Although Congressman Rivers is known to the Director on a first- 
name baste, it isjifiemed appropriate to address him as *lyly dear 
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Congressman** i 
Buf iles contain no 
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L. MENDEL RIVERS 
FiRrr DisTMcr 





Conwcm of fte ?Hnfteb ^atti 

Watidtogtoti^aB.^ 20515 



CHAIRMAN 



April 17, 1968 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C, 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



IS a 



Enclosed 
from the 

late Dr^ Martin Luth€r 



letter I received 
regarding the 
-inq.- I believe that 
a clear aesire to determine 



expresses ^ w v.cucijii*«c 

the truth without bias regarding the questions he 
has put concerning Doctor King's background, and 
I would be grateful for any light you could shed 
on this matter. 



With wannest personal regards. 

Sincerely, 



LMK:BZC 
dh 




L.'mm^EL rtvers 
Member of Congress 
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April n. 1968 



Congressman L. Mendel Rivers 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20027 

Dear Congressman Rivers: 

In order to clear a lot of muddy water about the oerson Dr Martin 
ef Jo'giie'it? '''' *° '''' infonna??on i? iTis°"i"p*j:. 

If JhVSnUedltl"" ' '"'"^ 

^* 2u- ^'^'h ^^^^ information that would indicate 

that this man has been a part of an organization dedicated 
to the overthrow of our country by violence? 

3. Please relay any Information that you feel might clear the 
record as to this man's character as an American and a loyal 
citizen. ••v-i 

and XZ'iX^'irX^."^' " 

Sincerely yours, 
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Uohr 

Btihop 

Casp#r 

Cslktihon _ 
Conrad 

r«u 

HoiwB 

Sullivan 

Tdrv«l 

TrolUr 
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Hdl»«t 



0- ^ ^ 



April 11, UeS 





I have received your letter of April 5th and waift to 
thank you for your kind sentiments regarding my work. Comments 
such as yours are a source of encouragement lo me^ 



— < 



With respect to your inqulriesV The is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Govemmtot an(^ as such, does 
not determine whether prosecutive action will be unB^rtaken tn any 
situation. Such decisions, insofar as violations of jplederal law are 
concerned, are within the province of the Attbmey General. 

Since information contained in FBI files must be main- 
tained as confidential in accordance with regulations of the Department 
of Justice, I am not in a position to comment further; however, you 
may wish to contact the Attorney General in this matter. 

ALL li^FORi'vlATIDN CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 





NOTE: BufUes contain no record o£$tdi!ahardt. ^^76 ^ 
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ranelm, California 
April 5, 1963 



The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 9 DX« 



Dear Mr# Hoover, 

First, Sir, I shall like to take this opportunity to thank 
you, as one American to another on the fine mrk you have 
done throughout the years in combating, crime, subversion, 
and communism in our nation. Tour courage and patriotism is 
outstanding y and certainly gives so many of us moral support 
to say the least • 




X 

Row Sir, unfortunately I Just have to ask you a questiq^r^ ! \l\ gij 
Why in the world, wasn't the file on Dr# Martin Luth er ^ ing ^ 1^^^ / 
ever brought to the public attention l)i^TiCTlmerican people? \ j V/ 
I realize that your hands are tied down In so many ways, but ^ 
Sir, because of the tragic in Mraphis, this mm is now a hero* ^t^ 

Because of this unfortunate and terrible murder of this man, ^'^ 
not only will M L King become a hero and symbol, but also 
race relations between both black and white Americans alike 
will be strained all the more* Don't you think that all this 
could have been prevented by exposing this mans background to 
a Federal Grand Jury? I believe that it would have been a good 
start in the right direction for Americans to at least start t 
live together as Christians. 

I As I said above Sir, I realise that your hands are tied as 
jto Trfiat you can do. However, there are people who could have 
Idone something. Why didn't they? Finally ^ Kr* Hoover, are we 

to sit by and watch our country go down the drain? I Just don*t 

know what to think. 




I would like very much to hear from you Sir, if you could just 

spare a minute for me. Thank yc — ^- * — — 

done, and God Bless you always « 



spare a minute for me. Thank you a^ain for everything you have 



for the Repaibll( 
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DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) 
SAC, MEW YORK (IOO-I36585) 



f. - - — . . , — 



a^ffi?«:T: MARTIN LUTHER KIHO, JR. 
SM-C 

(OOrATLAHTA) 

;;g ?L,^/V ''Y teletype to the Bureau 4A7/68. A" ^ 

TTiere are enclosed for thajumiill copies of ^ ^ 
an LHM containing Information fromfl^^^BB on 4A6/68 U6i) 
^^^^J^^'^ * conversation between sWSCl^msOK and ' lXL\ 
8hfSSul??ai2 2/''*' counseled CORETTA on Sctlons ^^^) 





PROJECT^ ^/^^^ 7£^l£/ 
6 APR 18 1968 




lureau (IOO-I06670) 
(1-157- BU?8 ) (WASHIHGT 
3-Atlanta (Ends. 3) (RM) 

(1-100- ) (COMIHPiL SCLC) RtC 

(1-157- ) (WASHINGTON SPRING PROJECT) 

2-Newark (100- ) (Ends. 2) (RM) ' 

(1-100- ) (DAVE DELLINGER) — 

1-New York (IOO-IIII80) (STANLEY LEVISON) 
1-New York flOO-149194) (COMINPIL SCLC) f43) 
1-New York (157- /0^2 J (WASHINGTON SPRlAo PROJECT) ( 
New York (100-162392) (10 DAYS OP PROTEST) >(42) 
New York hoo-153735) (CIRM) \. / 

100-l3feg5} ppVfziu.Atrl] 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



/ft Reply, Pba— Jl^«r *» 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 



April 17, 1968 



Buflle 100-106670 



EXTEKOED lY... 
TEASON FC:^ EXTEf.'SJCM 

fClM, I!, 1-2.4.2 _ 

DATE OF REVicVJ FOR ti r^' 
DECLASSIFICATION HtJI: If 



Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Security Matter - C 



iJ ^- A confidential source, who has furnished reliable 

^^t^nformation in the-^ast, learned on April 16, I968, that 

on that date, stanlejT^J/evlson was in contact with Coretta King, 
wife of Martin Luther King, deceased head of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Levlson told Coretta 
^ that Joafr-Dftvls ( a jiublifilierU representative) has a good idea 
V/ which Is that^oretta should negotla;K"e now with some publisher ■ 
^ for a book on Martin Luther King and herself but with the 

provision that Coretta would not hauve to make delivery for a 
year or two. He said this would gifve her the highest possUkle 
price In view of the great interest at the present tlme.;^i 

Coretta noted that Da\r«yi)elllnger (National Director, , 
National Mobilization Committee to^fiid The War in Vietnam) has i/y 
been trying to get her to make an appearance "at his peace . " ^ 
thing (the major mass anti-Vietnam demonstration planned for 
Central Park, New York City on April 27, 1968) and that Andrew 
Young (Executive Vice President of the SCLC) thinks she^hould 
do It because of the stalemate on the peace quest ion .j^"*^ 




THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER 
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OF THE FliL IT IS THE PROPERTY 
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vVJlR agi-:nc"Y. 






Martin Luther Klng^ Jr» 

Iievison warned Coretta about allowing Bellinger 
to pressure her and said she should not allow herself to he 
"overexposed" or "overused" because he feels people will 
try to exploit her to make their own Jobs easier. However, 
Levison and Coretta agreed that she should try to appear 
at the peace meeting of April 27. Levison said he would 
contact Delllnger for more details 

Coretta commented that she wants to support the 
Poor People's Campaign Mother's Day March (part of the SCLC^s 
Poor People's Campaign scheduled for Washington^ D.C*) and 
wants to try to mobilize women. She noted that she had planned 
to hold a meeting In Mew York City on April 5, I968, calling 
together the heads of various women's organisations to talk 
about what women could do about the Poor People's Campaign, 
the Welfare Mother's March, and the Emergency Coalition of 
Women which succeeded the Jeanette Rankin Brigade. She 
wanted to know If a new date has been set for the Poor People's 
march and Levison stated that no new date has been set yet. 
They agreed she should try to appear at the Mother's Say 
March of the 12th. ^ 

Coretta noted that Helson Rockefeller (Governor of 
Mew York) had called her that day to ask If the SCLC, or 
If she personally, needed money. She said she referred him 
to Andrew Young on both questions, Coretta added that 
Rockefeller stated that, after things calm down, he and his 
wife would like to get together with her and her children, ^ 

Levison commented that, although Melson Rockefeller 
is a politician, he, Levison, believes Rockefeller is sincere 
in what he said. Levison said he believes this because he 
knows Rodman Rockefeller and that Stephen Rockefeller has been 
a contributor to SCLC. Levison thinks the Rockefeller family 
have been properly trained on "this question".^ 
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AprU 17, 1968 






Dear 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
OATEi^^—BYj^^Jiitt/*^ 



MAIUBZ 

APR 1 7J968 



I have received your letter of April 12th« with 
enclosure, and certainly a|ipreelate your kind comments eon- 
eemlng my administration of the FBI. I want to assure you 
that we in the FBI will continue to discharge our responsi- 
bilities in the internal security field with the same hl g i r degree 
of thoroughness and dispatch which have characterised our 
investigations in the past. ^ 

Sincerely yoors, iss^^Jflt-^^^ r-iriSD 

J. Edgar Hoover 



ToJi 



Bishop. 
C oiy r ._ 

Coorod 
Folt 

Coi* 
Rosen 

Sull 

Trpttrr 
Tei«. Room 
Holinvc 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no Informatltth^A^l^^le with correspondent. 
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DmOPOLIS. AbABAMA 

kpeil 12^1968 




Mr* Ttatter ^ 

Te!e. Room _ 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy _ 



Mr « J •Edgar Hoover 

Chief Of Federal Bureau Of Investlgatiott 



Dear Slrt 



I feel sure you are aware and fajniliar with the characteristics 
of most of the nationally kiK>wn persons* How ever in iry opinion 

I the ^closed editorial comes as close to expressing the true 
colors under vbich the individual(i8) was saillx^jas I have 8eeD« 

^en tho some of the leaders of this country have become sentimental 
and due to either fear or personal gain^have let their sentimentality 
overide their better Joige^ent^rest assured that there are maigr^iAio fj 
thank Qod we still have a nan like you that we can depend on to 
continue your consis^anb vigilance* 




I firioly beleive that my thinking is the same as tidUions of other 
middle class Americans and that issDue to the constant blunders made 
the leaders of this country.and there is nothing for sure in sl^t that 
there will be any change for the better^ we are going to have to depend 
on aomeorganization such as your department to prevent this country 
from going into chaos* 

irlr* Hoover ^regardless of the amount or type of pressure that well 
[organized pressure groups use^DO NOT I£7]ATE GR OITE IS* 

Having a man lAke you^hat represents a fine department like yours^gives 
me some feeling of security* 



0^ 

1 




HEREIN IS UNClASSinm fifiSBESEot^NC^ 



THURSDAY, APRn. 4, 1968 J 



CAMIAGE WAUS * HABOLD E. MABTTO 

Editw C»4PiAljdiir 



<KRTQ^r?AfiK5 
HeamXi 



Sdiu^ Editor 



BBMt X>A7IS 
Mana^iq^ Editor 



Dr. Kiug'6 Double-Talk 



**I DONT UKE to predict violence/' 
iied Dr. Klog irom Cfae i>ulplt of the 
nashiugtoQ NatiOual Calbedral Suuday, 
''but if nothing Is done between dow 
and June to raise ghetto bopes^ I tel 
this summer will not only be ts ttd, 
but worse than last year." 

Go back a few years. Whan massive 
resistance was popular in the Souths 
Southern demagogues said that yiotence 
would ensue if (he schools (or places 
of public accommodation or whatever 
wa£ St issue It the sofflneot) were de- 
segregated. 

It was ptafaily an open invitation to 
(hose pcxtne to violence to get busy and 
prove that their leader was right They 
were provided not only with a high-level 
excuse but ahnost a oonnnand perfonn- 
ance. The Nortiiern 18)erals acreamed 
"incitaneflt'* Tliey were right. We said 
as much. 

Now we are saying that the canonized 
King is peddling violeoce gnttesquely 
camouflaged as its opposite and obscene- 
ly disguised by reli^o. For some time 
Tvt have despaired that the norlhem 
liberals he had guHed would ever see 
this black demagoguery for what it is. 

There are aSgns of hope now. As Khig 
Aitiwiav freah from a nHHriolest 



the Cathedral Sunday. "Nor are we conoh 
ing to tear up Washington." 

Fresh in everybody's meroofy was the 
still smoking fires of Memphis, which 
the Reverend had fled with all deliberate 
speed once the inevitable consequences 
of ius mob action became a little hot ; 
to his liklsg. 

XT Washington is stUl standing in 
August, the troops may be dispatched 
to the conventions in Chicago and Miami, 
King said, to try some ]ion*violent 
persuasion Ihere, 

Considering the manpower available to 
Washington, U Is ooDceivable that 
violence can be prevented. ConceWable. 
But *the odds favor wtit ooe Justice 
Department oBidd deacHhed as making 
Memphis *'lo(^ like a tea party tor eom- 
pariaon.** 

At least Adam Claytoa Fowen is boiiait 
about it. He said in Fkaida Sunday: 
'The concept of non-vkueoce is finiahel 
You've got to cut the umbilical cords. 
Forget your parents' workt. joer, 
preachers' worM — ^Mefn finished . « . 
rm calling to total revolution of young , 
pe(^e, black and white, against the sick 
aociety <rf Americm.** 

. That's his line* fraaUy atated. Grant 
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April 18, 1968 




IqT (c) Greenville, New Hampshire 03048 
Dear 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
,HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Tour letter of April 15tb has been received. 

In response to your inquiry, information in our 
files must be maintained as confidential pursuant to regulations 
of the Department of Justice. 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoovel 



1 



6.^ 



Toiion — 
DeLoocf] 



Bivhop _ 
Ca»p«r _ 

CaJlahafi _ 
Con rod ™^ 

Felt 

GoJe 

Rosen . 
SulJjvon ™ 

Tow«l 

Trotter 
Teie. Room 
HoJrr.»5 
Gandy 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 
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nr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director F.B,I, 
ji^'ashlngton, P. C. 




April 15, 



03048 
1968 



Dear Mr. Hooveri 

To aiy way of thinking it was ehoclrlng to see the 
Aaerican Flag at half aiaet following the death of Martin Luther^lng, 
businesses and shops and factories, many of them he fl Ihelr f lags at — 
half mast. I happen to be Catholic and my own church declared a day 
of mourning for hla. i fly the flag and kept it up the top although 
I have at times lowered it at half mast, when General McArthur passed 
away, ageln then John Kennedy died although I disagreed with his po- 
llclea, I believed it was the right thing to do, then again for 
Herbert Hoover but not for Martin Luther King. 

When the opportunity arrises yihere I can raise an 
objection to such things I don't fail to do so but there are so many 
» people that disagree with me that It's maddening. I know that this 
i King Is a member of the Communist Party and that Is the purpose ot 
I this letter, to find out once and for all "Is he or Isn't he?". 
/ would you please send me photostats of what you have on this man 
I Insofar as communism Is concerned, I would keep It In my car and 
I irtien an arguement came up as to ^ere I ever got such a. silly Idea 
I that Martin Luther fiing was a communist I could throw this in their 
faces and ask them If they still want to deny It, this would be the 
authority. There are too many people giving me the ha-ha about this 
1 m^ist prove to them beyond any reasonable doubt that I am rigbt and 
they are wrong. 



I don't suppose there Is a list of subversives In 
iny area unless the office In Nashua has such a list. It would be 
Interesting to know how many people I meet on the street that are 
members of the CommunlBt Party, i would Just love to tell some of 
these people "you are a member of the Communist Party** and have the 
proof to back me up, rl^t out of theBureau of Federal Investigation. 
Your reply would be greatly appreciated. 

/OC - 6 7<?^ J> J 7 
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^ TeJsoh 
D«Looch 
Mohr 
Bishop - 
Cosper _ 
Co J J oh an 
Conrad ^ 

FtJi 

Gale 

Ro«*n 
Sulitvan . 

Tovpl 

TroUer 



HoJmes f' -* . 

Gundy 
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April 17, 1968 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



I have received your letter of April 10th and 
certainly appreciate your kind •entimenta. 

In response to your Inquiries, while I would 
like Co be of assistance, Infonr ation in our files must be 
maintained as confidential tn accordance with regulattona 
of the Department of Justice* 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgar Hoover 



1 - Ottawa - Enclosure 
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit - Enclosure 

NOTE: Correspondent la not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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April 10 1968 



Hon. J, Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

If my ne-nory serves me rightly I read something, a few years ago, 
to the effect that the F. B. I. had evidence in its files that 

Ifartin Luther ring attended Soramunist schools. 



Also, does the F. B. I. have any information on the educational 
discipline (i.e. courses, years of study* thesis) that M. L* K. 
underwent to earn the degree of doctor of theology? 

Again, does your department have any information on the organization, 
and the color of its background (i.e. philosophy), that procooted 
K. L. for the Nobel Peace Prize? 



and I have spen^nost of my priestly life in Chicago as a science 1 / 

teacher at High School (during that time I talked to many of llfcl^ " 

your agents when they came to our school seeking information about ^5 ' ^ * 
our graduates). I was assigned to parish work here ^^^^H last 
December ^6?. I am a citizen of the United States. ^BB^P 

Thanking you for any comments that you see fit to make to the 
first three paragraphs (it will be used for vsy own background information 
and not for publication) and trusting that Gfod will continue to 
bless your life and your work, I am 

sincerely A 7 (d 







ApHin, 1968 




'"FORf-WTION CONTAINED 



Phoenix, Arizona 65040 

Dear . 

Your letter of April 11th has been received. <^ 07 C 

w 111, * K ^ response to your inquiry, while I certainly 
?em^ln information in our aiesmSs^ 

Sf Ju^ce?^ ^'"^^ *° regulations of the Department 



MAiunz 

APR i 7 1968 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



NOTE: Buflles contain no information tdentiflable with correspondent. 
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PHOENtX. ARIZONA 85040 



April II, 1968 




THE FEDERAL BVBEkV OF nTTESTIGATIOIf 
Washington, D. C« 

Dear Slra, 

B J^"* iLS^i^f our oomunHy declaring that the files of your 
r-Sin'r ,^^^3$f ? ^^'^ includes mterials proving Dr. 

^t'iiH-Lutheii^ling Jr. tos a Communist. I would apnrecilbe i^Attf«n 
you indioating the tr^Ah or falseness of this aooSSIont 
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mervUIe, Kiassachusetts.jOSH? 



Dear Sir: 



HEREIN iS UWCUSSIFIED 



Your letter of April 9tb lias been received. 



At a press conference on November 18, 1964. I did make 

the statement that Martin Lather lOng was the most notoriDus Uar In the 
country. I did so because be had grossly distorted the facts concemii^ 
our Special Agents handling civil rights investigations in the South. 

WUh respect to your allegation that th^ Bu&u has not 
shown enthusiasm in protecting the rights of all ci^ns, ^jmud to posi- 
tively assure you that the FBI has and will continue to di$9arge Its 
responsibilities with the highest degree of thoroughness Ibd disnatch 
without apology to anyone. Our Investigations of aUeged>iolatiaos of 
Federal laws protecting civil rights are conduct^.'as aee all our 
operations, in a thorough, straightforward mannev, as^lonly where we 
have jurisdiction. IT no Federal law Is involved, ve tfOl not— cannot— 
investigate the offense, no matter how serious the crime or how loud 
the outcry of offended parties or groups. Jurisdictional lines must be 
adhered to if the int^ity of democratic government is to be preserved. 



'.v 



IIAtt£D2 




Trotter 
T«je. R 
Holme K 



John Edgar Hoover 

nvB;pui (j; - - ' • SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 





NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. In view 
of his unfounded and unwarranted allegation of lack of enthusiasm in our 
civil rights investigations it is believed that this type of reply is appropriate 
as a means of attempting to straighten this individual out« 
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i>ear Mr* Hoover t 



There could be no more appropriate time 
to call to your attention that fact that you 

once called the good and great man who was laid 
to rest today ''the most notorious liar in the 
country 

rirst of all^ you had no business making 
this statement, lou run the jrx>x, and it is not 
your function to pass judgement on the veracity 
of public figures. Second, your statement was 
in itself an outright lie. Thirdly, you have * 
never had the decency, so far as x know, to 
publicly retract this falsehood and apologize 
to jjr. King, while you can no longer apologize 
to him personally, it is high time you did 
admit your mistake in public, and the sooner 
the better. 

I also recall tha . the Piii has never 
shown any ehthusiasm for protecting the rights 
of our Southern black citizens anyway. It is a 
sad commentary on your understanding of what 
American democracy is all about that while you 
were busy warning of commies under every bed«- 
sheet you never saw any danger to democracy 
in the brutal denial of basic rl*?hts by the 
racists in this country. 

I also object to the fact that for ye€krs 
you have seemed to think the FBI and yourself 
are virtually independent of the Attorney 
General and the President, when in fact you 
are subordinate to both, ile^her v^ou nor 
General Hershey seem to hav||S?nax 1 
functions of your operations are. 



the true 



President Johnson made 
'mistake when he waived the r 
ments in your case, nowever 
correct that mistake 

ntKtm IS UNCLASSIFIED 



s^egrettable 
Irement require- 




Mr. IfiUrJ^ 
Mr, |'a/p€T 

Mr. Calj&han.. 
Mr. Conrad ... 

Mr Frit 

Mr. G!ile.._y 

Mrr-Mel 

Mr. /^tlcr. - 

Tell. Room 

M&5 Holmes . - 
HiBB Gftndy. 





Tol»on «_ 
D«Looch . 

Mohr 

Bimhop _ 

CoMp«r 

CoJIdion 
Con rod 
Felt 



liv( 
>fter 



m 



AprilJT, 1968 




Your letter of >prtl 9tb has been received. 



««« . ^ It^^y *° question, the FBLhas never made 

Sflf *f ^^^^"-^ thatJ^artinLutheffing was a JSm- 

could not be released under provisions of an order Issued by thr 
Dej^rtment of Justice pertaining to aU matters of a confldS^ 

Sincerely yours, 
J, Edgar Hbove^ 

NOTE: BufUes contain no information Identifiable with correspondent. 
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Mr- Tavel . 




Mr. TrolttT 
Tele. Room 



iliss Holmes 

UiB8 Gaady 



F.B.I. Washington, D. C. 
Director J. Edgar Hoover 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



In our little village of Clyde, Ohio, a rumor 
is getting started that Martin Luther King was a Communist. 

This was reported to be a r^rt written by an F. B. I. 

Agent. 

I can*t believe this to be true and wish to stop this 

rumor. 

I am white but feel we do not need any more reason 
for friction between the races than we already have. 

I Can you inform me as to whether one of your agents 
may have published a report of this kind^ or is this Just 
another false story to stir up trouble. 

Please advise at your earliest convlence. 

Heaven help us all if we do not begin to adopt a more 
Christian attitude about other racj»s or political beliefs. 



Thanking you 
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April 17, 1968 



b7 (cj 




Prichard, Alabama 36610 



Dear 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter of April lltb has been received. 




* ^^f^Wnse to your Inquiry, While I certainly 

would Uke to be of assistance. Information In our flies must 
of ^stice l«^^suant to regulations of (he Department 

Sincerely yours, 
J. Edgac Hbovif 



«:1 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with ^correspondent 
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April 11, 1968 



The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 



O I would like to believe that Martin T.uth.r 
d&^^S r Jr; vas the nan he was said to' be in all"*' 
the television conmentary related to his death 
and funeral. On the other hand, it is said 
that both he and his wife were strongly In- 
fluenced by the commmist moveinent* 

If it is possible for the infonoation 
that you have to be made public ^ X would like 
to receive it. 



Sincerely yours. 





eORRESPON 



Do-e 

• ^^J^^V OF OIRCCTOR 

FCDCRAL BUREAU OF INVESTtC 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 




MR. ROSEN 



ALL l:JrCR..'JuiJl.CC.i IAIN 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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AfR. TROTTE 



TROTTER 
i JONES . 

i t,* TELE. ROOM . 



IRS. MBTCAL^r 
MIM CANDY 



WXYZ^ 1 



THE PRICE OF INSANITY 



EDITORIAL 



WXYZ-TV regularfy presents 

editonals on topics of 1 

vital interest to its viewers. 
Dearly labeled as opinion, 
these television editorials are 
delivered by the Vice- 
President and General 
Manager of WXY2-TV, 
John J. McMahon. 
Your comments concerning 
this editorial will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Joe Vaughn, Editorial Director 



TELEVISION STATION 



^More than a bullet kUle d Rev. Martin Luther 
H j^ing . The real cause of his death was the 
insanity that has pitted man against man in a 
struggle that should never have been necessary. 

Dr. King loved his country ... and Its ideals . . . 
or, he would not have fought so long, nor exposed 

himself to so much peril in order to win the 
blessings of freedom for all men. 

Only those who don't believe in the American 
Dream could possibly have been responsible 
for his death. For death and destruction 
certainly are not part of tiiat ideal. 

The death of this man of God must have a 
message for all of us In Detroit. Faced with 
such a terrible alternative ... we must dedicate 
ourselves to the ideals which he symbolised . . . 
of peace, freedom, and love for all men. 

The above editorial was telecast on April 5, 
6, 7, 8, 1968. 
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